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The Nunnally Civil War Letters, Part II 
INTRODUCTION 
by 
Robert W. Carter, Jr. 


In 2010 the Rockingham County Historical Society published Part I of the 
William M. Nunnally letters in The Journal of Rockingham County History 
and Genealogy. The publication contained nearly fifty Civil War letters written 
between 1860 and 1863 by Lt. William M. Nunnally of Rockingham County. 
Nunnally was an officer in Company K, 13th Regiment of North Carolina 
State Troops. The letters, for the most part, were written to his beloved sister 
Virginia Nunnally (Alcorn) and she and her descendents preserved the letters. 
Since the first group of Nunnally letters was published a number of additional 
correspondences from Lt. Nunnally have surfaced. The letters were in the 
hands of Francis Alcorn, a resident of Lynchburg, Virginia, and a descendant 
of the Nunnally and Alcorn families of Rockingham County. 

During 2010 the Rockingham County Historical Society merged with 
the Rockingham County Museum and Archives, and on 1 January 2011 the 
Museum and Archives of Rockingham County (MARC) formally began. As 
we approach the end of the Civil War Sesquicentennial it seems appropriate to 
publish the additional letters as Part II of the Nunnally project. The Publications 
Committee of the MARC has approved the project. 

William Mills Nunnally was born in Caswell County, North Carolina on 3 
January 1835 to Leander W. and Susan Stubblefield Mills Nunnally. In 1847, 
his mother Susan inherited land on Wolf Island Creek on Rockingham County 
from the estate of her father Matthew Mills, Jr., and the family moved from 
Caswell County to Rockingham County. The family constructed a log house 
on the property. His father Leander died in 1849 at 36 years of age. He was 
buried on the property in what became the family cemetery. He left a will that 
provided that his children were to receive an education. 

Young William M. was not interested in a career as a planter. He became 
a partner with his cousin Hugh L. Guerrant in Bobbie Lawson’s store in the 
Village of Lawsonville in eastern Rockingham County. He never married. 

At the beginning of the Civil War many local units of young men were formed 
across the South to help defend their homeland. A resident of Lawsonville, Dr. 
Giles Pinkney Bailey, a local planter and physician, raised a company of men 
at Lawsonville on 22 May 1861 and he was elected their captain of the unit 
which was given the name “The Dixie Boys.” William M. Nunnally joined the 
company at age 26 and was elected Ist Sergeant of the unit. The Company 
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proceeded to Weldon, North Carolina where they were reorganized into 
Company K, 13th Regiment of North Carolina troops. Company K moved on 
into Virginia where it participated in many of the battles that occurred in that 
state. Nunnally received several promotions and on 13 January 1863 became 
1st Lieutenant of Company K. 

At the Battle of Gettysburg Lt. Nunnally was killed by grape shot on 1 July 
1863. He was buried on the battlefield. In recent years a memorial stone has 
been erected in memory of Lt. Nunnally in the Confederate plot of Greenview 
Cemetery in Reidsville. Since Lt. Nunnally was an officer, his letters make 
more interesting reading than many Civil War letters. Anyone with an interest 
in Civil War history should also order a copy of Part I of the Nunnally letters. 
The booklets are available from MARC. Post Office Box 84, Wentworth, NC 
27375 at a minimal cost. 

The MARC would like to take this opportunity to thank Berkley M. Alcorn 
and his wife Alythia of Winston-Salem, NC for transcribing the letters. We 
thank Berkley’s cousin Francis Morton Alcorn of Lynchburg, VA for furnishing 
nearly fifty additional copies of Nunnally letters published in this Journal. We 
also thank Charles W. Rodenbough of Greensboro, NC for editing the material 


in this publication. 


The Nunnally Letters, Part II 


Transcribed by 
Alythia and Berkley Alcorn 


Edited by 
Charles D. Rodenbough 


@herawio.C: 

Nove, 4th 1860 

Miss V. A. Nunnally 
Dear Sister 

I write to you again to let you know that I am enjoying good health. I have 

not heard a word from home since I left. I will go to the post office in this place 
in the morning hoping to get some news I got here rather late to go to the office 
Saturday night. I will leave here tomorrow for Wadesboro where I will spend 
a few days and then return through this place about Friday on my way to the 
Scotch faliJr’. I have to return this way on account of crossing Pee Dee River. 
This is the only place that I can cross it on a bridge. Tobacco is quite dull. I 
have not sold much as yet. I will try to be at home in about three weeks from 
today if nothing turns up to prevent. I have been all through the sand hills 
of the two Carolinas since I left. Camden in this state is the prettiest town | 
have seen this trip. I have had quite warm weather with the exception of three 
days. a good many traders down in the lower part of this State-are down with 
the fever I have nothing to sit on to write therefore I will close write to me 
immediately direct your letter to Asheboro N. C. | will get it on my way home 


my respects and love to the family and a share for yourself from your Brother 
W. M. Nunnally 


' In 1792 a Scotch Fair was chartered, to be held in May and October of each year. The site selected for this event 

was approximately half the distance between Fayetteville, N.C., and Cheraw, S.C., placing the location one-quarter 
mile from Laurel Hill Church (the modern-day Old Laurel Hill Church). The fair appears to have been well 
advertised, since by the early 1800s it was attracting large crowds of people from as far away as the mountains. 
Merchants of Fayetteville, Cheraw, Wilmington, and Charlotte, along with peddlers of all sorts, sold, or bartered 
their merchandise. NCpedia.gov 
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Suffolk Va June 2/61 

Dear Sister 
I take this opportunity of writing you a few lines hoping that it may cause me 

to hear from you soon. We are well today that is we are all able to travel about. 
Capt GP Bailey got here last evening. We got here late Friday night. We are 
about 17 miles above Norfolk our regiment was ordered to Harpers Ferry last 
Friday but we were not well drilled. Therefore the order was countermanded 
I have seen several thousand troops from the Gulf States. I saw President Davis’ 
wife and 2 children in Weldon N.C. on their way to Richmond. She is quite 
an intelligent looking lady and large enough weighs about 125 or 30 lbs. | 
expect to hear ofa fight soon as part of our regiment left here this morning they 
have gone down about Norfolk. Slade’s Company left Raleigh yesterday and 
came out in this direction. Somewhere I have not heard, where he is stationed. 
We are out in a large old field right in the sun. The field officers tents are about 
50 yards from ours in front. I am acquainted with them all and have business 
to transact with them every day. I will tell you in my next what I have to do. 
We have tolerable good water though nothing like Mt Carmel Spring. We have 
all kind of men in our Regiment. Some are very wicked but in my tent, we have 
first rate singing and in passing by you may see them all with their Testaments 
reading in a class. My mess mates are GW Henderson John Justice Henry M 
Harrison RAG Maxwell and Gus Watkins. When John Guerrant comes, we 
will take him in our tent. The water here in the creeks are salt when the tide is 
up. After I get well drilled I am going up to see Grandma Hudson, provided 
we are not called off. The Yankees are in 18 miles of us. Let me hear from you 
immediately direct to 

Suffolk Va 

care of 


Capt G P Bailey 


Give my love to all inquiring friends and relations and accept a share for 
yourself, from your Brother Wm M Nunnally 


RS 

Let me know where to direct a letter to uncle John Gills. Tell Esq Guerrant 
Hugh is quite well. You may show him this letter. We have an excellent Chaplin 
for our Regiment. He preaches for us this evening and is going to tent with the 
Regiment and hold prayer meetings as often as possible. H.S.G. and several 
others seem to be very concerned about their soul salvation. 


WMN 
Gia 


Suffolk Va June Sth 1861 
Mr Jas F Nunnally 
Dear Brother 
I write you a few lines in haste we are bundling up to leave here early 
tomorrow morning. All the regiment have left except our company. We are 
going down to Smithfield 17 miles below here. We will be in sight of the 
Yankees when we get there, they on our side of James River and we on the 
other. We expect John W Guerrant here this evening. James River will keep 
us and the Yankees 7 miles apart I am quite well this evening and so is nearly 
all the company we leave in fine spirits I will write again soon 
My love to all 
W M Nunnally 


Suffolk Va June 9th/61 

Dear Mother 

_ Iam at leisure this evening I will write you a few lines to give you what little 
news we have in camp. Nothing of importance has transpired since I wrote to 
sister Sallie only I have been quite unwell but am much better today. I hope I 
will be entirely well by morning. I believe nearly all of us have been sick since 
we have been here but only one has been to the hospital. We are all in the 
camp to day and able to do service. We hear some very exciting war news here 
some times. Yesterday we arrested a man supposing him to be a spy but on 
examination we found nothing by which we could condemn him and turned 
him loose, and last night about 9 o’clock we were aroused by a Sentinel who 
hollered like a clever fellow for help Two men came up to him and struck at 
him. His gun not being loaded he had no means of defense only his bayonet 
_ which was no use to him as they got out of the way. The drums beat the guard 
91 in number hollered like clever fellows for help and in two minutes we were 
all in a line with our guns loaded ready for the Yankees. Our lights were put out 
and we stood here in the dark expecting every moment to hear bullets flying 
at us and I think our company would have fought like tigers. One man’s gun 
discharged accidently about fifty yards from us and we thought he fired at the 
enemy. We stood in deep suspense for about ten minutes. When we received 
orders from the Colonel to take the caps off of our guns. It was a false alarm 
- made by the commander no doubt to try us and I expect he thinks we will fight 
for all the companies seemed quite cool and determined. The 4th Regiment 
did not come here last week but will be here tomorrow This is decidedly the 
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best situation for soldiers in this portion of Virginia and the Springs here afford 
water enough for five or six thousand soldiers. I think we all will enjoy good 
health after this week for we have everything cleaned off very nicely. I do not 
have to be up with the guard as I expected when I left home but all the other 
officers above and below me do. All I have to do is to get the number of men 
required of our company and march them out in the field at 9 % o'clock A.M. 
and deliver them to the officer of the day. I loose less sleep than any other 
officer. I have to call the roll 4 times a day and at % after nine at night. I have 
learned to call it by memory. I have to walk about #4 mile down into town 
twice a week to draw rations. I have to go to the hospital with all the sick 
which is about 4 mile from our tents. I have to make a report every morning 
to the Adjutant of our men and a good many other things to keep me moving. 
Though I have rest a plenty. None of the officers have found any fault of me 
yet. 

I have not seen a man drunk in camp. Colonel Pender does not allow any to be 
brought in our boundary. All the Regiment is camped here in one line except 
The Yanceyville Greys who have been sent to Barrett’s Neck about 17 miles 
below here. The line of tents is about 400 yards long and about 50 yds long 
wide. Every company has a street about twelve yds wide and their tents on both 
sides of it. Tell John Guerrant to be sure to bring my Pants. You may keep my 
watch at hand and I will buy a cheap one. If he wants to come he will be well 
taken care of here if he has the measles. Lots of Settles men have had it and 
they all have been well provided for and it has not been very hard with any 
of them. Dr Bailey is Captain of the Guard tonight and H L Guerrant and 
David Settle and officers of the guard. They are not allowed to sleep a wink 
tonight. While Capt Thos. Ruffin was Capt of the Guard night before last he 
got to pranking with one of them from his own company and they shot at him 
but luckily missed him. Only three of our men have been sent to the Guard 
House and that was for not answering to their names at 9 o'clock at night. They 
were asleep but that is no excuse. G W Anderson sends his respects to you all. 
We expect to have some fighting to do soon. The Southern Confederacy has 
about one hundred and fifty thousand troops in this State. I have seen several 
companies of men from Maryland and have seen several hundred from Georgia 
Alabama and South Carolina. They pass here every day they bring Guns, 
Cannon, Bulls ___ (possibly etc.) We have got our guns. They are the Muskets 
the balls weigh an ounce. As I have about filled the sheet I will close Give my 
respects to all and ask all the Christians to pray for me and all the Dixie boys 
from your son. 


W M Nunnally 


If you see any person coming down tell them to come by Danville & 
Petersburg and then take the train to this place. We are right in the fork of two 
railroads. Tell Jim to give me the name & post office of our Cousin Gills. He 
has been writing to and I will try and go to see them if I don’ get into service 
soon. 

Where you write to me direct as follows 
Wm.M.Nunnally 
Suffolk Va 
Care of Capt. Bailey 


If you could pass our camp to night, you would think you was passing a 
Methodist camp ground. You must not listen to all the reports you hear about 
fighting for no doubt you will hear many false ones 

W.M.N. 


BS 
Monday morning June 10th 

The cannon was firing down about Norfolk last night and until sunrise 
this morning very briskly. We could hear them very distinctly. I will not be 
surprised to hear of a fight in that direction before night. 


| ? Suffolk Va June 30th/61 
Dear Mother 

I received yours of a recent date sent through the politeness of Mr Harrillo 
also the Bottle of Brandy The Honey bottle got broke and all lost out. I can 
_ buy honey at 12 % cts per lb. I wish you would send me some butter that is 
worth 30 cts and is quite scarce I can get plenty of everything also cheap enough 
send 10 or 15 lbs tell James to be sure and send me the Bowie knife. I sent by 
George Leftwich for my watch I also sent 20 dollars home by him you must 
take good care of it until I send for it. It is a bad plan to keep money about here 
as we have some rascal in camp. I heard that RH Warriner was coming down 
soon you can Send the butter by him. I have no late news to send you I wrote 
a letter to send you by JW Thomas also one to send by Esqr Rawley but I did 
not see Mr. Thomas when he left and I had to go to the Commissary’s_ office 
and left the letter I intended to send by Esqr Rawley in my tent. We had a 
lively time with the Esqr and his comrades. The battle fought at Bethel Church 
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two or three weeks ago excited us a little we heard every canon that was fired it 
is about 17 miles from this place we are about 20 miles from the Yankees. You 
all dout 

[this line is missing due to a torn page]) 


I intend to send this my ___ Harville. I probably will have something new to 
tell you before he starts. We have only one sick man today Henry Cape. I have 
not enjoyed good health down here but keep up, however I am quite well 
today. It is raining and my paper has got wet so I will quit for the present. 

Since I wrote the above one of Settles men died. His name if I mistake not is 
Troxler. He will be buried tomorrow. You compare your troubles with his wife’s 
and you will find you are far behind. lif you were here tonight it would be 
reminded [you]of camp meetings at Mt Carmel. You can say to James that he 
need not be anxious to volunteer. He would not stand it ten days and when 
he can’t drill he has to go [to]the hospital and remain there with men with all 
kinds of diseases. Let me write to him before he joins and I thing he will be 
satisfied and glad of the chance to stay at home. Write to me often and give me 
all the news my respects to all the family also to DEG and family and all relations 
and friends. Ask Jim if he got that sword that I brought to Lawsonville. Excuse 
this badly written letter. My paper is wet and the ink spread. Accept the wishes 
for your welfare and happiness from your son 


Wm M Nunnally 


(Monday morning) Capt Bailey is an excellent Captain and seems to like me 
better every day. Capt Bailey HLG, GWA sends you their Best respects! 
Yours (etc?) WMN 


Camp Rufhn Va 
July 16th 1861 
Dear Brother 
You will please send me the following articles by the first opportunity 
My ‘Trunk and key 
Overcoat 
Low quarterd shoes 
2 pr yarn socks silk moirantique 
2 cravats 1 has my name on it and the other a nor__ 
2 linen hdkfs 
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2 linen shirts and 4 collars 

1 black silk vest 

1 pr dove colored cashmere gloves 

razor strap and box 

comb and brush 

Whoever brings it can put their clothes in it and I can loan them any Valise 

to carry them back in. I am well this morning and hope this may find you 
enjoying the same give my respects to all. I have no news to write you 


W M Nunnally 


Camp 3rd Regiment N.C.V. 

July 21st 1861 
Dear Brother 

As I have an opportunity to write to you this morning I have come (?) 

to write a short letter We have moved from the place where we were when 
I wrote last about four miles, The place where we are camped at now is the 
best place for a camp in this part of Va. The spring is much bolder than any 
spring I know of in Rockingham and quite cool. and all the soldiers seem 
to be well satisfied with our station. The Petersburg Cavalry company that 
belongs to our Regiment are also camped here with us. We have exciting news 
here from Bulls Run but nothing that that can be relied on. The last report is 
that 950 Yankees were killed and 140 Southerners but the report has not been 
confirmed yet. John Motley died at Suffolk night before last. He had measles 
and typhoid fever so I understand but I expect you have heard the particulars 
before this. HL Guerrant will be at home I expect in a few days to get some 
more volunteers for our company. He will go to see you. 


You can send my (paper is torn away here) 
Send me one bed quilt (paper torn) 


My black watch guard 

That pair new cotton socks 

1 pr suspenders if I have any if not I can do without them. 

Send the shirts I wrote for. If I have three linen bosom send them instead of 
two and if I have none and you have time to have them made you may have 
me two new ones and send _ two collars for each 
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I am quite well and hearty about 30 of our company have the measles but 
they are in a very light [condition]. From GW Anderson GW Guerrant Gus 
Watkins TC Harville HLG and all that you are acquainted With are well. The 
sick ones are from the Troublesome Creek country. 

Cornwallis was stationed at this place during the revolution. An old brick 
church stand here that was built 232 years ago. I will close as you will see HL 
Guerrant in a few days and he will give you all the news. Give my love to all 


Wm M Nunnally 


Send me the 20 dollars I sent home to you. Give it to HLG. When you write 
again direct to Smithfield Va care Capt Bailey 3rd Regiment N.C. Volunteers 


Bins Church, Va 
July 23rd 1861 
Be certain to send my trunk and the $20 and all the other articles that I have 
written for and your and Ma’s Ambrotype 
I am quite well and hope this may find you all well. Hugh will give you all 
the news. good bye | 
WM Nunnally 


Same nick nacks Hugh will tell you what to send to V.H.N. 
WmMB 


Camp Bins Church Va 

August Ist 1861 

Mr James F Nunnally 
Dear Brother 

Yours of the 23rd just came to hand several days ago. I would have answered 
it before this but I have not had an opportunity. 

I have nothing of importance to write therefore I will have to tax your 
patience with matters of but little importance. 

I am happy to inform you that all of our company that has the measles are 
improving. J.W.Guerrant and Thos. Hornbuckle was the last that took Them. 
It went very light with them both. I have just returned from the church in 
which they are staying and they say they are about well and want to come back 
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to their tents in the morning. John Guerrant is a nice fellow and is liked by all 
the company. I have given him all the attention I could while he has been sick. 

The Flying Artillery from Raleigh got here yesterday. They belong to our 
Regiment. They are a fine looking set of men. They have six cannons and 
plenty men to manage them. Our regiment is far the best Regiment from 
North Carolina and have as good a commander as any state can afford. Col 
Pender has been in service 12 years & all the men say he has no equal anywhere. 
There is not a dozen men in the Regiment but what like him. 

Since writing the above I have been to attend prayer meeting which we 
have every night conducted by the chaplain of the Regiment. He is quite an 
intelligent man and will do good service in the Regiment I think. As to the 
news about Scales Calhoun & myself it is all untrue. The back of James River 
is guarded from Norfolk a good way above us which is at least 20 miles so that 
no man can land without a fight anywhere near us. The Yankees on the 
other side the River have been in close quarters ever since the Battle at Stone 
Bridge. Gen Pemberton was here a few days ago to see the men go through 
Battalion Drill and says he never saw a better drilled Regiment anywhere. We 
can go through all the maneuvers in double quick without an error and all 
the companies understand skirmish drill perfectly and if the Yankees attempt 
to cross the river near us you will hear of us doing the best fighting that has 
been done yet. The 4th Regiment is in the same brigade that we are. Also R 
A Pryor’s Regiment and several cavalry companies. All the free negroes in 
this and several other adjoining counties have been put on the river to build 
batteries for our Brigade. I saw a cannon pass here a few days since that carries 
[a] 72lb ball. It took 8 horses to pull it and was a heavy load for them. 

See Esqr. Guerrant & tell him John is improving very fast and that I intend 
to watch him until he is out of all danger. Gus Watkins Thos Harville & GW 
Anderson are quite well. Give my respects to McC & RA Hoderby’s families 
also DE Guerrant to NL Blackwells DJ Rawlings WC Pattersons James 
Wilsons & Capt Lanins. Give my best love to Ma & family and accept a share 
for yourself 


W.M.Nunnally 


Send my soft black hat and my Green back memorandum book. Let me know 
if the N.C.C. Advocate comes to Stacyville for me. If it does send me a copy of 
it as often as twice a month. Send Bunyan’s Pilgrim progress 


PS. August 2 


I have been to see John Guerrant this morning. He is walking about out doors 


Relies 


and looks quite well and will return to camp today if the weather is favorable. 
We have a good many persons from Rockingham to see us. T'tell HL Guerrant 
to get all the recruits he can. Quite likely he can get some that joined Rices (?) 
Company. I understand his company is broken up. 

HL Guerrant will give you my sentiments in regard to your volunteering. 
You will have cause to regret it from the day you leave home until you get back 


WMNunnally 


Bins Church or 

Camp Rufhn Va 

August 14th 1861 

Miss Virginia A Nunnally 
Dear Sister 

Your kind favor sent by Esqr Rawley came to hand to day. He left it at one of 
our neighbors house who brought it to me. He went on to the 4th Regiment, 
and as we leave here tomorrow I have concluded to write to night. We will go 
down on the River where we were camped before opposite Newport News. We 
will stay there a week and then return to this place. This leaves me quite well. 
The health of our company is excellent. We have the healthiest Regiment I 
know of and it is simply because Col. Pender is one of the best managers about 
a camp that I ever saw. All the other colonels try to keep up with him but they 
cant come anywhere near it. 

I received the cakes sent by Cousin Endora which was quite a treat. 

We have an excellent Brass Band here now to make music for us. This is 
the Swell Head Regiment of N.C. I received my trunk & box. If you have an 
opportunity send my hat and the other things I wrote for. Wm Neal and lady 
were down to see us a few days ago. I hear many rumors of fights about Wash- 
ington but nothing very reliable. I expect to hear of another about Hampton 
soon. 

We could see the fire when Hampton was burnt a few evenings or night 
ago. It was burnt for reasons unknown as yet. I have heard only one cannon 
fire since 
the Big Fight. The yanks are sort of down in the mouth but they will rise and 
come again to share the same fate. 

Slade’s recruits staid with us one Night. They were very tired having walked 
twenty miles. I must close as it is getting late. Give my love to all friends and 
may the blessings of Heaven rest upon you and may the teachings of the wisest 
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of Being be your guide is the sincere prayer of your Brother & friend 
W.M. Nunnally 


Todd's Point Va 
August. 21st/61 
Dear Sister 
I am quite well this morning. I have gained ten pounds in the last four 
Weeks. We did not go to Rag Island as I wrote. We would but came here with 
the Milton Blues to guard the River at this place. We have five cannon and a 
nice Battery all turfed over and looks as green as a meadow. I dreamed last night 
that I went home and was with you all & that Aunt Sallie & Jennie Holderby 
was there, but waked up sadly disappointed. I am in a great hurry so good bye 


for the present. 
WMNunnally 


Todd's Point VA 

August 23rd 1861 
Dear Brother 

I received you letter Dated 12th yesterday. It was a good while in coming to 

hand. I have delivered all the messages- you sent. N.H. Gregory Gus Watkins 
& J W Guerrant sends you their best respects. I had a long talk with J.W.G. 
last night first about his jularkie’ & then about home. comparing home and 
its sweet enjoyments to camp life. We made it present quite a contrast. John is 
one of the best boys I ever met with and it is a pleasure to converse with him on 
~ Religious subjects. If we had a company of such fellows it would be pleasant to 
be a soldier. Gus Watkins is also a nice boy & an honor to his brother & sister. 
We have a good many others of the same grit but I mention these as they 
are from your neighborhood. We have some few slight cases of sickness but 
none confined to the bed. All of your acquaintances are quite well. I have 
not missed a duty in two months. Our regiment has very little sickness at this 
time. We had a very high compliment paid to our Regiment a few days since. 
The Inspector general for the Southern Confederacy was round to inspect our 
camp and said it was a model for the Southern Confederacy. That he has seen 


' ‘Term used for a sweetheart in this period. 
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nothing equal to it anywhere and pronounced it the nicest and best managed 
camp he had seen. 

I am glad to hear that the married ladies are doing so much to increase 
the strength of the Confederacy but I have an objection to naming children 
after Presidents & great Generals for it is sure to turn out that their names are 
all that ever resemble those they are named after. There was never but one 
George Washington nor but one Andrew Jackson in the U.S although there 
was hundreds by that name. I would tell Aunt Jennie & cousin Has. that they 
had better name their children after me but it is seldom the case you ever see a 
Bill that is smart. 

We have had a rainy & windy time of it since we have been here. The River is 
nine miles wide at this place and the wind has fair sweep. Yesterday was a great 
day here. The people that have small boats on the River brought them here and 
placed them under the protection of our Cannon to keep their negroes from 
stealing them and running off to Newport News & Old Point Comfort. They 
have about 900 negroes there that they have stolen and that have gone to them 
together. They will send them off to Cuba & send them or take them to the 
North and set them free.2 The Militia in this country has been called out or 
threatened with a draft. They have sent five volunteer companies from this 
country and the population is less than Rockingham and for all that about 
50 of every 60 men left has to go or be drafted. That is they will not have to 
leave the county but keep on the bank of the river to guard it. Leaving only 
about one tenth of the men in the county at home that looks like playing 
sweepstakes. We will remain at this place one week longer & return to the 
camp at Bens Church. We are in sight of Col. Pryors Virginia Regiment 
about 7 miles from the 4th N.C. Regiment and have several Cavalry and our 
Flying Artillery companies in the neighborhood & Gen. McGrunder is on the 
opposite side near Newport News with a large army. He marched in sight of 
the enemy a few days ago and drew up ten thousand men in battle array fired 
pistols at them but they would not come out of their dens to give him battle. 
If they have a fight on that side we can look on and see it all without they get 
back behind the woods. The Yankees have several large steamers in the River 
but they take good care not to send any of them up this way. We have an easy 
time here. We have only three drills a day two of them cannon. The cannon 
drill is easier than I expected. We shot one of the cannon a few days since. We 


° As indicated in another letter, citizens of Newport News burned their city to prevent it’s capture by the Union 
early in the war. Many slaves had run away from the eastern plantations to the beseiging Union and they had 
been promised transport to Cuba. The Virginian’s small private boats were something that they tried to protect by 
placing them “under” Confederate guns along the river. 
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could hear the ball whistling through the air until it struck the water 1 34 miles 
off. I suppose you could hear a ball three miles easy. We have plenty Fish Crabs 
Oysters (etc?). We can get them within 100 yards of our camp. I have seen 
fish as large as your mules in 100 yards of our tent. This is the place where 
Cornwallis crossed the river a short time before his surrender at Yorktown. 
Thousands of troops are flocking to Manassas. You may listen for another fight 
soon from that direction which will be far more bloody than the other. If we 
whip them there once more it will gain our freedom. ‘They will not fight now 
even like they did before. There is some great movement going on that we are 
not allowed to know yet. I saw a man this morning from Richmond who went 
in the hospital where we have four hundred wounded Yankees. He describes 
them as a horrible looking set some with their legs & arms shot off, others 
wounded in every conceivable way you can imagine. They say the Southerners 
fight like tigers & can’t be whipped & they are fools for ever undertaking it. As 
my paper is about out I must close. Ggive my love to all the family and to all 
inquiring friends. Let me hear from you soon 


W.M.Nunnally 
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Pagan Creek Battery 

Isle of Wight Co Va 

August 28" 1861 
Dear Sister | 

I write this morning to give you what little news I have. Though news is 
scarce. Col Pender has left this Regiment and has been appointed Colonel 
in the Regular Army. He will take charge of the late Col. Fisher’s Regiment. 
Before he left he had the Regiment marched out in line of battle and made 
quite an eloquent speech. While talking tears flowed freely from hundreds of 
the soldiers. He said he was sorry to leave us but he had tried to get us where 
he thought we could get in a fight but had failed and he did not want to re- 
main here doing nothing. Fighting was his trade and he wanted to be where he 
would be sure to get in a fight. 

He also said that ours was the best regiment in the Southern Confederacy. 
That it was acknowledged to be so by all that had seen it and that he could say 
with the newspaper that it was the most gentlemanly set of men that he ever 
saw. Since he left the men look like some of their best friends had died. We 
will have to look out for somebody else soon. Gen. Pemberton was here day 
before yesterday. He is making arrangements to get all the Regiments under his 
command together to drill them; which is the third and fourth Regiments from 
N.C. and Col Pryors of this State and several Cavalry Companies. 

We will leave here tomorrow or next day for Bens Church. The people 
about here have treated us so kind that I have become attached to the place and 
almost hate to leave. Though Bens Church is the nicest place for a camp in this 
portion of the State. I saw Porter French and several other of Slade’s Company 
a few days ago. They say they have a nice place for a camp and are enjoying 
good health now. Though they have one man that will die soon I think if he is 
not already dead. His name is Halt. Our company is enjoying excellent health 
at this time. Several persons from Rockingham have gone back on a visit. They 
are only allowed to stay from camp ten days which is quite a short time. Tell 
Uncle BH Carter to come on. The mosquitoes are not so bad now. Though 
you can see hundreds at one sight now 

They have been firing cannon at Newport News in a hurry this morning 
which fairly shakes the earth around here. They may conclude to make an at- 
tack on us soon, but I think it doubtful: 
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August 29" 


It is quite a rainy morning and we will have to put off leaving here until 
tomorrow. I went out to Mr Rob (?) Todd’s yesterday to dinner with several 
of the Milton Blues. He is quite wealthy and a very clever man. He treated us 
to everything that was good to eat and drink. I also took supper at this fathers 
a few nights ago, who has a very pretty daughter and is one of the most intel- 
ligent ladies I ever met with. She was in camp yesterday evening and expected 
much sorrow at our leaving. We had several other ladies to see us but their stay 
was quite short. I have received the things you all sent me. You need not send 
any thing without you send it by some person that is coming down here. GW 
Anderson was quite sick last night but is much better this morning and will be 
able to walk up to the camp if we leave today 

You must present my best compliment to the people around in the neigh- 
borhood and especially to the fair sex You must kiss all the pretty ones for me 
and the others if there be any for yourself. 

If you hear of a fight near this place soon you need not be surprised. The 
Yankees are making some strange moves. Something is in their heads not right. 
Though we don’t know where the attack will be but it is thought now that it 
will be below here. I have no news this morning 

Give my love to all the family and accept for yourself the prayers for your 
health and happiness of from your Brother 

WM Nunnally 


Since writing the above Gen McGruder has pitched his tents on the oposite 
bank of the River which makes it look like a beautiful snow bank instead of the 
tents of an army of 15.000 men. When the sun broke out on them about an 
hour ago they looked beautiful. It is nine mile across the River. Imagine 150 
acres or more of land covered with tents nine miles distant but in plain view. 


it looks grand. 
WMN 


Camp near Richmond August (page torn) 1861 
Dear Sister 


Yours of a recent date came to hand a few days ago. It found me quite well 
and I am in tolerable health this eving, though not so well as I have been since 
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my return. I was somewhat surprised to hear that Jas. F was married but hope 
that he is better satisfied and that he has made a wise selection and that his 
future days may be of happiness peace and contentment. Though I think if 
he could have been satisfied that he would have been better off considering his 
condition to have remained single. Tell her I hope she will by her good nature 
8 gentle smiles, even temper and kind words keep him in such a good humor 
& make him see the folly of rashness & seeking other company for pleasure 
besides her own. That she will cause him to feel that God and his blessed will 
is uppermost in his heart and that his young wife is next, and that if she has 
never felt that peace which Christ gives to all that call upon him that it is now 
time for several important reasons. I hope you all will treat her well and if she 
is young and inexperienced you will endeavor to set an example that she will 
do well to follow. For our future happiness much depends on her acts. I would 
like to hear from her & would write her a letter if I know her address. I dont 
know where to tell you to direct your next letter for we expect to leave here 
before morning to join Jackson or rather to go to Gordonsville. Nearly all the 
troops have been sent there & we are under marching orders so if you get this 
letter you may know that we are gone for I will not mail it unless we leave. I will 
write again as soon as | get there. I expect to have a hard time marching for I 
understand that the country is mountainous. I got the shirt and socks that you 
sent by Harris. I expect to send the shirt with my uniform home. 


All of your acquaintances are well except Thos Harris I think he will ha--- 
(paper torn) discharged tell cousin Fran—(paper torn) (remainder of letter is 
torn with an occasional word discernable) 


I expect it would be best for you not to send the cloth you spoke of until I 
write again. I have seen many things since my return to mortify my feelings 
which I deem unnecessary to mention. The late battles seems to have made 
men worse instead of better. I fear that this war will prove a ruin to a mans 
soul. 


Give my love to all the family & all that may inquireafter me & accept for 
yourself a brothers love. Good bye 


Wm. M. Nunnally 
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Pagan Creek Battery Va 
Sept 1* 1861 
Mr Jas F Nunnally 


Dear Brother 


The letter you sent by Joseph Smith came to handa few days since which found 
me quite well. Tell sister Virginia that I received the letters she sent in my trunk. 
I want you to send the other things I wrote for the first opportunity. Also send my 
light boots you will have them mended. You need not send the hat I wrote for. 

I have no news of importance. I am very well and hope this may find 
you all the same J W and H L Guerrant, Gus Watkins T C Harville, G W 
Anderson and T W Hornbuckle are all quite well. We hope the next news 
we hear will be that North Carolina has cleared her coast of the Yankees. 
Our regiment is itching to go there. The 4" regiment has been ordered to hold 
itself in readiness to start there in a moments warning, also the Ellis light 
artillery which is near us. I guess we will not be ordered there as we hold a very 
important post here and in plain view of Newport News. We have been expecting 
an attack here but I think it doubtful about their attacking this place at all 

We heard heavy firing in the direction of Yorktown this morning and think 
quite likely they had a little fight then. Gen. Wool has command at Newport 
News now and we will soon see which is the strongest in a fight. Wool or 
Cotton. Two of our company leave for home this evening Robt. Love and 
David S Paschal. Love lives near Thompsonville and Paschal near Lawsonville. 
NH eae send you his respects. The boys are ready to leave good bye. 

Wm MN 


| September the 10 1861 
Dear Cousin 


Agreeable to promise I will write you a few lines although I have nothing 
of interest to you. I am well at this time and enjoying myself finally. I stayed 
with your Brother William one night since I left you. He was well and 
looked as well as I ever saw him We are all camped seven miles the other 
side of Smithfield. We are all looking every minute for the Yankees to land 
at Burril’s Bay and if they do land we are The Boys to whip them back. | 
stood a picket guard last night a mile from camp. I was very lonesome indeed 
I thought of you all many times during the night and wished I was with you. 
Tell Jim & say to kiss my sweet heart for me and giveher my best love. He 
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knows where she lives. She lives up there not many steps from Billie Finsies We 
have one of the best captains in the war. I am willing to follow him anywhere 
he goes for I have every confidence in him. I want you to tell all of the ladies 
howdy for me. I heard that you all had a big meeting at Carmel [Mt. Carmel]. 
I wished I could have been there. I have seen some very pretty ladies since ] 
left but I haven't seen the first one as pretty as we have in Rockingham and 
Caswell. When I first came down here I did not expect to get in to a fight 
soon but now I would not be surprise to get in to a fight at any minute. 
I wish myself that the Yankees would do what they are going to do and we 
would whip them and come home. Jennie I want you to write to me and give 
me all of the news. Give my love to your Ma and also your sisters. I send you a 
piece of obvita that came from Burril’s Bey. I want you to keep that and think 
of your cousin who is far from you. Tell Jim to write to me not to wait for me 
to write for I have but little chance. You must burn this badly written letter 
as soon as you read it. I must come to a close by asking you to write soon. I 
remain your kind and affectionate cousin until death. 


William N Stubblefield! 


' William Stubblefield fought through the war and was paroled at Newport News 


Bens Church Va 
Sept. 14° 1861 


Dear Sister 


As it has been some time since I wrote to you. I believe I will write a few 
lines to let you know what we are doing at present. The Milton Blues left 
here this morning to complete a breast work which was commenced by the 
Yanceyville Greys last week at Rag Island. It will take them two or three days 
to complete the work. We will throw up another above that point in a few 
days. We are preparing as fast as possible to prevent the Yankees from getting 
a foot hold on this side of the river. Some of the regiment witnessed a fight 
between two steamers last Friday (in front of them while throwing up the 
breast work). The firing was heavy on both sides. The Yankees using shell 
and the southerners solid shot. Our steamer was not hit. The men on shore 
could see where every shell burst. They could not tell where our shots stuck 
or went as they were solid and the Yankee vessel a good way off. After firing 
several round the Yankees turned back oras was chased back to Newport News 
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by our steamer which they had come out to run off. The cannon was heard 
thirty miles and the fight was witnessed from several of our batteries and by 
the Yankees at Newport News. I have no doubt but there was 15,000 men 
looking on all anxious for their own vessel to be conqueror. We expected an 
attack last week but have seen nothing in the last 5 or 6 days that looks like 
preparation for coming over here. They will attempt to land in the night I 
think though I think it very doubtful whether they attempt to come at all or 
not. If they do they will meet some of the best fighting stock in the Southern 
Confederacy. I saw a man this morning from Manassas who has seen our army 
at and about there and he says this is the nicest and best looking set of men 
he has seen any where and that this regiment is an ornament to the South. 
Since writing the above we have been in formed that 5 regiments from Richmond 
have been sent down to be stationed somewhere near us to help us in case the 
Yankees should attempt to land on this side which those about Richmond that 
ought to know thinks will be the case soon though I will not believe it until I 
see them coming or hear that they are defeated at Washington. Then they may 
attempt to go to Richmond this way. I believe this is decidedly the easiest way for 
than to get to Richmond now but at the same time think either way impossible 
or at least it would cost them the lives of 200,000 men to get there either way. 
We had another death in our Regiment last night which makes four in all. He 
belonged to Capt. Settles Company, he came down from Stokes County and 
joined before any Company was made up in stokes. His name is York. His 
disease was Typhoid Fever. The whole Regiment has to attend burials. It is 
now dark and raining here and there we can hear singing with the exception 
of that all is still. JW Guerrant is sitting by my side with that exception | 
am alone. He came to bring a letter to send to James. F We are having a 
tolerable easy time now, we only have to drill twice a day. Now here comes 
GW Anderson and says Lieut. don’t you think I am a fair specimen of human 
nature and pulling his moustache which he has dyed (black of course) all the 
while. I have just read the last four lines to John and George and John says 
what next. He and George both grinning. Now George says simply tell um 
Bill that I’m coming up in Rockingham after a while and the people can see 
my moustache for themselves. Now George takes off his cap and straightens 
up his roach that has a slight touch of hair dye also and now John says Bill 
give um a slight tech of my Standing and says read out what you write about 
George but say he did not want me to write it down. John Justice says Bill 
write something more that’s funny for goodness sake, but says that he did 
not know that I was going to write it down or he would have said nothing. 
Now John says he will get afraid to talk if 1 am going to write it all down. 
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Now he says I’m done. Now John sits and grins but is afraid to speak. Now 
here comes George again and wants to know what time it is. A darkie named 
Mat says he feels mighty bad and Hugh says ‘spose you take a horn and 
George says he wishes his name was Mat if he was going to ask all the Mats 
to take a drink. John says I ought to send this now as I have been to so 
much trouble writing it and says it is giving George fits but ‘taint hurting him. 
I must nowcloseas prayer meeting has Commenced. Givemyloveto Maand family 
and accept for yourself my best wishes for your health and happiness and may you 
maketheblessedlaw of God your business and delight in the prayer of Your Brother 


WM Nunnally 

Bs 

All your acquaintances are quite well. Write soon, I am quite well. 
W.M.N. 
Bens Church Va 


Sept. 19 1861 


Dear Sister 


Yours of the 8" just came to hand yesterday. It found me all right I 
received the two book and boots. They remained in Smithfield several 
days. I received the letters sent by M.C. Holderby and Cornelia Guerrant 
and answered them promptly. I have more leisure now than usual and have 
time to answer all corres pondents and especially the ladies. I have several 
lady correspondents who give me the news of the different neighborhoods. 
I have no news to write you nothing having transpired since I wrote last. 
Only there has been 5 more regiments sent to this section. One from S. 
Ca. stationed at Suffolk and the other along on the river. I don't know 
what state they are from but think they are from Georgia and Alabama 

I heard heavy cannon this evening in the direction of Yorktown but dont 
know what was the cause. The Yankees at Newport News are getting afraid 
that we are going to attack them soon but they are mistaken. We have not 
elected a Colonel yet but will make another effort tomorrow. I sent Mrs 
C.C. Thomas my likeness by Mr. Wright. So did Hugh. It was taken in full 
uniform. I will have another taken for you in a few days. I dont want any socks 
at present but I will want the gloves. If nothing happens I don’t want any 


Gs 


pants that you can make without you can make a No 1 article. If I get sick 
I will try and get home. The officers are allowed to go out to private houses 
where they are well cared for. Capt Settle lost another man this evening. He 
died with typhoid fever. That seems to be quite fatal in this section especially 
in camp. All your acquaintances are well. If you see PR Wright he will give 
you all the news but you will hardly see him. Give my love to all the family 
and all friends and accept for yourself my best wishes for your health and 
happiness. Write often as I like to hear from you all as well as you do from 
me. To hear the singing and praying that is going on now reminds me of the 
pleasant camp meetings you usually have in Rockingham at this season good bye 


W.M. Nunnally 


PS 
JW Guerrant is in here to night but is afraid to speak for fear that I will write 
it down. He is looking well 


WMN 


Bens Church Va 

Sept. 23 1861 

Miss V. A. Nunnally 
Dear Sister 


As I am at leisure to night I believe that I will give you what little news we 
have in camp. I am quite well and hope this will find you enjoying the same. 
The health of the regiment is excellent. We only have about 15 men in the 
hospital out of the whole regiment. I saw Capt. Slade today. He said that the 
regiment had about 375 on the sick list. He says we have the nicest camp he 
ever saw and have the best hospital in the south. About 35 of his men are sick 
though you must say nothing about that as it may cause some uneasiness in 
your neighborhood. I suppose you have heard that John Murphy was drowned. 
Capt Slade says he fell off the steamer and has not been seen or heard of since 
and supposes him drowned. He had started home on a visit. They have lost 
26 or 7 men out of that regiment while we have lost only 5 and ours is the 
largest. Those fellows that have taken so much delight in trying to slander this 
regiment will wish they were in it. Before twelve months rolls around some of 
them now would give half their wages to be here. Our ears have been filled with 
the sound of cannon today from the different batteries, practicing at targets 
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I suppose. I believe the excitement about the attack on Norfolk has nearly 
subsided. In fact the Yankees at Newport News are expecting an attacK from 
us now. As it is getting late and I have the tooth ache I must bid you good night. 

Sept 24 I have no additional news to communicate. I expect that J 
W Justice of our company will start home tomorrow. A good many are 
going home from the different companies. All your acquaintances are well. 

I hope to hear from you soon I expect to write to uncle TJ. Mills today. 
I will write again when I get some news so for the present, I bid you adieu 


W M Nunnally 


Rag Island Oct 15/61 

Dear Brother 

I am quite well this morning. I have but little news to write. I saw the 
Yankees from Newport News last Sunday go up the river about 3 miles above 
that place and burn down 4 very fine houses then returned to N.N. I expect to 
hear of some hard fighting on that side the river soon 

Our force on this side is one regiment stronger than usual. The 1* S.C. 
Regiment is stationed at Suffolk. The 2°*, 3¢ and 4° NC regiments are 
stationed on this bank of the river all near this place also the 3" Va and several 
cavalry and one artillery companies. I received a letter from home dated the 
7°: They were all well. The health of our regiment is excellent We elected Capt. 
AM Scales Colonel of our Regiment a few days since. He has gone home 
to buy two horses, will return in 10 days. Our floating battery at Norfolk is 
nearly complete. When it is finished you may bid farewell to the blockade 
at Newport News. I think they expect to be driven from there soon by their 
burning up all the property they can find in that section. 

We are building houses for winter. 

I write in great haste write to me direct as before 


WM Nunnally 


If you see M.C.H. give him my best Respect. Let me know when you expect 
to get Home, how tobacco is selling etc (?) 


W.M.N. 
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Rag Island Oct 20/61 
Dear Sister 
I received a letter from you a few days since and seat myself to night to reply. 
I wrote to J.RN. immediately and ____ this it has found its way to it destination. 
Watt will start home tomorrow. | expect to send this by him. I have no 
news of much importance. The past week has been quite pleasant, but the air 
begins to feel like frost tonight, though we have 
had none yet. We expected to leave here tomorrow, but we will have to remain 
here another week. When that is out we will return to Ben Church to spend 
the winter. 

I saw three fine large dwelling houses burn down last Sunday on the other 
side of James River about two miles above Newport N. I have not heard who 
burnt them, some think the Yankees did it. Others think it was our men to 
keep the enemy from occupying them as they had been tearing some down 
in that neighborhood and carrying them to N. News and rebuilding them for 
winter quarters. Some of McGruder’s men caught 14 of the Yankees hauling 
them away. Took them prisoners and they are now in Richmond and will 
spend the winter there. 

We heard last Friday that some of the Yankees were near this bank of the 
River (about two miles below here) the night before (no doubt) sounding the 
river to see if they could bring boats up to the bank or not and land troops 
there. So Friday night I took three men and went down to the place to see if 
they would come again but they did not. I left the camp about 9 o’clock PM 
and started off to the place they were the night before full two miles through 
the Swamp. I had to take off my shoes and socks, roll up my pants and wade 
through the water part of the way. We reached the spot half after 10 o'clock 
with our feet wet and cold. (We could not have any fire to dry them) or put on 
ourshoes 

Staid there all night with guns loaded watching for the enemy. If they had 
come we would have given them a few confederate pills that would made them 
sick of this side the river. Such is some of the hardships of war, but we perform 
all such without complaint 

I learned yesterday that the Yankees had landed 70 rifled cannon and 500 
artillery horses at Fortress Monroe within the last week. it is thought that 
they intend making an attack on our forces on the other side of the River or at 
Norfolk. I have no doubt if they make an attack at either place that it will be 
the bloodiest fight during the war. 

Every thing has been quite still during the last week, but I look for exciting 
times before this week is ended, from several different points. 
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Every thing about Manassas I think indicates hot work there soon. Our troops 
have the Potomac blockaded and have fallen back on their entrenchments at 
Bull Run (intending to fight on the same ground they did before) and the 
Yankees are almost compelled to attack them in a few days. You will hear of 
much hard fighting during the next two weeks. Enough I hope to close the 
war. Which I think will not be as long as many predict. It will though for the 
sake of the enormous salary they are getting. The Yankee Generals may try and 
keep up the war a long time. 

I wrote to uncle T J Mills a fewdays since. I hope he will be down to see us 


soon. 
I wrote also to Mr W.P. Watt, F Neal Mrs C.C. Thomas and Miss Laura 
J_______ (who the boys here say is my jularkie) having received letters from 


them all except FJ.M. within the last few days. So you see I have several 
correspondences. 

Tell uncle B.H.Carter that the mosquitoes are about all gone. Tell Egr. 
Rawley and Capt. Leftwich that I owe them a thrashing for not coming to 
see us when they were down at the 4" regiment. Esqr Harris came over and 
spent one evening. Our company are all well except two slight cases of measles, 
they will be well in a few days. I saw a large flock of wild geese this evening 
going southward which is a sign of cold weather they say in this country. We 
elected A.M. Scales colonel of this Regiment. I hope he will make an excellent 
officer but hear that he will not have enough confidence in himself. I would 
not give Col Pender if we had him back for Gen Johnston. By the way while 
I am speaking of generals, Gen Pemberton was down to see us last Thursday 
and took dinner with us. He is commander of this Brigade. He is also the 
man that shook his fist in Gen McClellan’s face, who is now commander of 
the Yankee army, and called him a cowardly dog and Abolitionist about the 
time this fuss first broke out. They were then in the same regiment in the 
regular army, stationed out somewhere on the Western Frontier. He is a fine 
looking and pleasant gentleman. Talks freely and distinctly, has a very pleasant 
countenance, keen smart eye, good size, well formed and about 40 years old. 
He has all the appearance of a General. Lieut. Col. Guy took dinner with us 
today. So you see we are honored once and awhile with the presence of the 
aristocracy, as the cooks here call them. 

I hope you will excuse bad writing as I have been bothered no little and as 
my candle has about burnt out. I must close for the present. The paymaster 
will be round tomorrow then we will have money to buy anything we want 


(candles and ___). My pay is $80 dollars per month which is quite enough to 
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clothe and feed me 
Give my love to Ma and family and all that may enquire after me. Accept 
my best wishes for your health and ____ let me hear from you soon 


W.M. Nunnally 
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If you have an opportunity send me some butter, all you have to spare and the 
other things I wrote for. Send them to K.B. Watts and Bob Watt will bring 
them down Butter is quite scarce in this country. We pay 30 cts pr lb for it, 
25 cts for Bacon, 25 cts for chickens common size little over half grown, 25 
for lard, 5 cts pr lb for Flour and 40 cts for potatoes which is the only thing 
we can get cheap. Bob will return in 10 days from the time he leaves here 


W.M.N. 


Ragged Island 
Oct 27° 1861 
Dear Sister 

Your letter sent by O. _. Fitzgerald came to hand a few days since. I have 
not seen him nor the hat but we will return to the church tomorrow where I 
will see him and get it. We have staid our time out at this place and will not 
have to come here any more. 

We have nothing to do here except guard duty which is very hard. We have 
pickets stationed on the river for three miles. The Yankees at Newport News 
shot at a small boat last Friday that was going up the River near this bank and 
the ball struck the water in about ten feet of this bank and about twenty feet 
from one of our company (who was standing guard at that place) throwing 
water all over him, which made him double quick to get behind the large pine 
tree which caused much laughter by the other sentinels that was close by. They 
shot at the boat four times. The balls passed very close to her The boatman 
who made quick time to get away and AB Powell who got the sprinkling. 

We see a house burn down nearly every night on the other side of the river. 
We have been expecting to hear of hard fighting in that direction but as yet 
nothing of the sort has happened only one little skirmish near great Bethel, 
which was almost in sight of us. We could hear the report of the guns and 
expected to hear of a very hard fight but in only turned out to be a short 
skirmish. I would give you a correct account of the fight at Leesburg but 
suppose you have seen it before this. The Yankee loss was very great. 
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I was down on the river this morning but nothing that looked like a fight. 
If the weather will keep like it has been for the last few days we will have 
a nice time for fighting during the next month. That is the time we expect 
the Yankees to attack Norfolk if they attack it at all If they ever commence 
fighting in this section it will be the bloodiest fighting during this war. ‘This is 
an important point and they will exert all their available power to take it and 
we will do likewise to hold it. Our troops in this section are in excellent trim 
for fighting. The health of this regiment is excellent. The men look as well or 
better than I ever saw them. Hugh S. is as fleshy or more so than he ever was 
before. John Wyatt looks about as usual. Speaks frequently of the ladies in 
Rockingham. Wonders where they are such a Sunday. Said to day he wished 
he was at Mt. Carmel (?) to see them all. George cut off his moustache 
a few days ago. Said he was afraid the ladies would fall in love with him down 
here if he did not cut it off. The Capt. is looking well and says we boys write 
to more women than any fellows he ever saw and that when the war is over we 
will all get kicked ski high. Hugh says when he gets back he is going to tell 
them the old man has been off to the war fighting for them and that he wants 
a wife and that he wants them to remember how they sang Dixie and waived 
their handkerchiefs for the old man when he was leaving home, and how they 
fed him on cakes and spoon victuals and that they can’t fool the old man that 
way. That he has got to have a wife and the right kind a one at that. 

I am quite well tonight also all that you are acquainted with in our company 


Gus Watkins has improved as much as you would imagine. He is a no one boy 
and bids fair to make an excellent and useful man. Any parent might well be 
proud of such a son. 

It is getting quite late and I must bid you good night. Let me hear from you 
often give me all the news. Give my love to all inquiring friends and accept for 
yourself the best wishes ____ 


W.M. Nunnally 


Bens Church Va 
Oct 30" 1861 
Dear Sister 
As Mr Jef. Walker will leave here in a few moments for Rockingham. | 
believe I will write you a line to let you know that my health is good. We came 
up from Rag Island last Monday and have been busily engaged building houses 
for winter. Maj Bethel arrived here last night but did not bring the articles you 
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proposed to send to him. Col. Scales has returned and assembled command of 
the Regiment. Capt Rufhn has been appointed judge to fill the vacancy caused 
by the death of Judge Dick. Dr. Scott staid with us last night. He has been sick 
in Richmond. His company is stationed near Manassas. He looks quite feeble 
but is improving. I have received my hat. I have no news to communicate. | 
hope to hear from you soon yours in haste 


WM Nunnally 


Bens Church Va 

Noy 10" 1861 

Misses V.A. and S.S. Nunnally 
Dear Sister 

Yours of the 28 ____ has been received. Also all the things you sent. I want 
you to make me two linen bosom shirts. I will send you the money to pay for 
them by some one passing. Get a good article of Linen some worth about 100 
cts per yard. We get plenty coffee and have it twice a day, but I understand 
that it is getting scare. All the men have been getting plenty until a few days 
past. Now they draw only half the quantity they did until the last five days. 
Everything is very high and it looks like it will take all we make to feed and 
clothe us, as the officers have to feed and clothe themselves. | have no news to 
write we are all well, only having about 10 sick in the whole regiment. 

We are nearly through building houses. 9 or 10 men will be put in a 
house. They are a little larger than your kitchen. They will be quite warm and 
comfortable. Hugh and I will have one to ourselves. We continue to be as good 
friends as ever. John is on guard today Gus. and G.W.A. are both writing to 
some of their friends. Everything seems to be quiet in this section. Hoping to 
hear from you soon | am you friend and brother 

W.M. Nunnally 
Monday Nov 11 All well this morning no news 


Camp Rufhn Va. 
Dye 9 ato 
Mr. J. E Nunnally 

Dear Brother 
Yours of the 22 just came to hand a few days since. It found me quite well 
and enjoying Christmas as well as could be expected in camp. The boys many 
of them had egg-nogg and I could see plainly that many of them felt like they 
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were commanders of companies. Some two or three on getting sober found 
themselves in the guard house. Though I never saw as few drunken men in 
so large a crowd considering they had plenty of the intoxicating weed at their 
command. We have been excused from drill during Christmas and the men 
have been amusing themselves playing different games at Ball, Drafts flying 
kites . Nothing of importance is transpiring in this section. Both armies 
seem to be waiting for the other to advance. The commander of this Division 
has been getting men to go on board the Iron Clad Steamer, Merrimack, now 
about complete at Norfolk. WW Lyons of our company and several others 
of this regiment are going on it. It is represented as being a good thing and 
will have a chance to try its strength on the blockading fleet now in Hampton 
Roads. 

I expected to be at home about this time but no one is allowed to leave 
camp only one day at a time. I hope however that the Maj. General will give 
orders to let men go home on Furloughs soon. The health of the Regiment is 
excellent, all of your acquaintances are enjoying good health. 

They send best respects ___. John Guerrant says tell you that he has not 
turned out his whiskers yet but expects every day that he will. I have not heard 
from home since you left. I believe I will close as I think it doubtful about your 
getting it. Write to me soon and give me all the news — good luck and peace 


to you 


W M Nunnally 


Note from the transcriber: A copy of this letter was obtained on January 25, 2010 from a large collection 
of letters donated by a private party to The Cornell University Library. It is currently housed there in 
their library in the Division of Rare and Manuscript Collection s, in the Gail and Stephen Rudin Collec- 
tion of Civil War Letters Box #1, Folder #19. 


This is the only known letter from WM Nunnally that is there. We were told that the remainder of the 
collection consists much of Union letters home. It is not known if this letter ever made it to the ad- 
dressed, although that is highly doubtful. In the final sentence, William mentions that he doesn’t believe 
that the letter will make it home. It is also not known how it came to the person’s hand that ultimately 


kept it. 


Camp Ruffin Va 
Jany 5" 1862 
Misses VA and SS Nunnally 
Dear Sisters 
Your kind letters of various dates sent by Mat. was received last night. He 
was several days on the way owing to the trouble of changing the boxes from 
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one car to another on the different roads. 

Every thing came safe. I guess we will live a little better now for several 
days than usual. Tell Nannie I got the apple which is almost a curiosity here. 
I found the shirts made of as good material as I expected. J.W.S. Guerrant 
received a fine from home. | am invited to dine with him when he 
cooks it. Capt Bailey and Lieut Watt also received a large coop of chickens, jar 
of butter and pickles and Hugh received many things of the same sort. 

The weather is quite cold and we have but little to do. Standing guard goes 
very hard. Now the men have to stand 2 hours at a time. We have sentry boxes 
for them to stand in during rainy weather. It looks very much like snow and I 
hope the commander of this division will no longer anticipate an attack on this 
division and commence granting furloughs again. Capt Bailey is very anxious 
to go home and when they open the blockade for furloughs (as the boys call it) 
again he will start home immediately. After he returns I will go if it is not too 
late or too near the close of our time. Christmas passed off quite pleasantly. 
Some of the men had eggnog and I could see some few that felt their keeping 
and acted like they were commanders of the post instead of privates. One or two 
from getting sober found themselves in the Guard House. During Christmas 
a little engagement took place in Hampton Roads between a Confederate and 
Federal Steamers. The Federal Streamer was towing a schooner from Newport 
News to Old Point. The Confederate steamer put after them and got close 
around her when the federal steamer left the schooner and put for Old Point 
at the rates of 2-40 

The Schooner was captured and they started back to Norfolk with her. They 
had not gone far when they found they were pursued by Seven Federal Gun 
Boats seeing they would soon overtake her. She halted for a fight, the only way 
she had to keep the prize she had just taken. Pretty soon the Yankees halted 
and began to fire on our Steamer. but they had come to near our shore and 
our batteries at Sewel’s Point and Crainey Island opened upon them such a fire 
as they had not been used to. Thus for upwards of two hours the continued 
thunder of the cannon was kept up. The Yankees to make all the fuss they 
could on the occasion commenced firing from the Battery (at RipRaps) at our 
camp and battery at Sewell’s Point. The report was very loud and earth would 
tremble at a fearful rate. After a while a shot struck one of the gun boats and 
shattered it to pieces and the other fearing they would show the same fate put 

back and our steamer went on to Norfolk with her prize. The Yankees did us 
no harm only they killed a chicken at Sewel’s Point by the explosion of a shell. 

Two hundred and forty Yankee prisoners were released last Friday. “They 
were sent down the River from Richmond. They were put on a Federal Steamer 
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that came up after them. They met opposite our battery at Todd’s Point and 
the two companies that are stationed there had a fair view of the affair. Wm 
Miles was to see us yesterday. He only staid about half an hour. He went back 
to the 4" ret. He will start home to night. No one was down to see us during 
Christmas and I believe this is the first Christmas that I recollect of but what 
I said Christmas Gift to some one but I heard nothing of the sort here. I have 
about a dozen shells for you, the prettiest I could find. We are too far from 
the ocean to get many. The Mulbery colored coat you spoke of is worth 7 or 
8 dollars. 

We are all well and time is passing as pleasantly as we could expect. I have 
no new to interest you. Give my love to all the family and all inquiring friends. 
Write soon and give me all the news. Have you seen uncle __ Mills? What 
did he say about things down here? The paymaster paid me up to the 1* of 
December. I have upward of two hundred dollars. Tell Ma if she needs any 
money to let me know and I will try and let her have a little. Our expenses is 
very great and it is hard to save any thing. I must bid you farewell. Accept the 
best wishes of your brother 


WM Nu 


EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT NORTH CAROLINA. 
Adjutant General’s Office, 
Raleigh, January 14", 1862 


Captain: 
Your return of clothing for the quarter ending Dec. 31 1861 has been received 
and transmitted to the auditor, Capt Edmondston, for settlement. 
Very Respectfully 
Your Obedient Servant 
J.G.Martin (signature) 
Adjutant General. 


Capt. G.P. Bailey, 


Co K. 13 Reg. N.C. Troops. 
Smithfield Va. 
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Camp Ruffin Va 
Jany 22nt 1862 

Dear Sister 

Your very kind favor of the 16" came to hand last night. It found me quite 
well with the exception of a slight cold, which is caused no doubt by the 
sudden changes in the weather which has been quite frequent during the 
present month. Several of the company have been suffering with cold during 
the last week though I believe they are all improving. We have had a slight 
fall of snow twice this winter but it did not last long. The winter has been 
unusually warm and dry. So far though I fear we will have a rainy time from 
now until Spring. The blockade for furloughs has been opened and about fifty 
men from this regiment have gone home, five from our company including 
Capt. Bailey. They will all return soon when an equal number will start again. 
My time comes next and if they don’t stop granting them before the 5" of 
February I think I will start home though you need not look for me until you 
see me as it is uncertain whether. I will get the chance to come or not. You send 
to Stacyville Friday night the 31“ of this month to see if I send a letter at that 
time. I may if I conclude to go by Danville write for you to send for me. We 
raised a flag over our camp today for the first time. When they started the flag 
up the long pole the band played Dixie and afterwards while it was floating in 
the soft freeze high in the air they ended the affair by playing Old North State. 
I must conclude as I have no news write soon. Give my love to all the family. 
I am as ever your friend and brother. 


W M Nunnally 


PS Tell Ma I have not reenlisted yet. I never wrote any love secrets to Miss L. 
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Camp Rufhn Va 

Feby 16" 1862 
Miss V.A. Nunnally 

I write to inform you that I got to camp last evening and found the company 

generally well. Thos. Harville has been quite sick while I was at home but is 
improving quite fast. I found the men all expecting to fight and everything 
ready to march at a moments warning. Everybody thinks we will have a fight 
~ somewhere near Norfolk or Suffolk soon. The greatest excitement prevails 
throughout the county. The militia have all been called out and drilling nearer 
every day and all the creeks and rivers are being blockaded and all hands expect 
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to see the Yankees soon. I never saw a country in such a state of excitement. 
The soldiers have everything packed and ready to leave and I saw several wagon 
loads of trunks ___ yesterday on their way to the depot so they could send 
them where they would not be taken. A cavalry company that was stationed 
near us has been ordered away. None of the infantry regiments have been 
moved. Gen Hughs says that if he sends off any it will be the 4" rgt. but I think 
we will all be needed where we are. The people think Norfolk and Suffolk will 
be attacked on the front and rear at the same time and for the first time believe 
it though I think the enemy will wait several days as the roads are in a bad 
condition before they advance. We may be deceived. They may not advance 
in this direction at all, but all hands believe they will. We will have a desperate 
fight if they do come as they will out number us. Though I don't see how they 
can advance while the weather is so bad. We had a slight fall of hail last night 
which makes the area quite cool. It is a bad time for men to be in cloth tents. 
The men all seem cheerful and ready for the fight. We only have two men 
on the sick list and I hope they will be able in a few days to do service. I saw 
one fine large schooner going down a creek that empties in James River to be 
sunk to prevent the passing of the Federal Boats Everything that can be done 
to prevent their passage is being done with all our might. Though I do not see 
or hear of any move on the part of the Yankees that seems to indicate that they 
intend advancing in the direction. Though we have every reason to believe that 
they are trying to cut off our RailRoad between Norfolk and Weldon and if that 
be their object that they will advance both ways. Though they may do all this 
and still we may not be engaged in the fight. I hope however this excitement 
will soon die away and that we will have no fight, for it seems to me that it is 
impossible for an army to advance at this time on land and although there is 
so much excitement about it. I don’t see any great reason for it especially in 
this neighborhood. for I think the fight even if they have one is more likely to 
be fifty miles from here on a little river called Blackwater than anywhere else. 
I write this for fear that you may hear quite a different report and that you all 
may become excited at some false report. I will write to you again in a few 
days and keep you posted about affairs in this section. I am sorry Jas Harris and 
Geo Leftwich told that this regiment had been ordered away for there has been 
nothing said or done to justify the report. I think our regiment will be the last 
that will have to leave and I think that we will all have to stay where we are. | 
hope you will not be ready to believe every little sensational rumor you hear. 
For | will give you all the news from this section. I apprehend but little danger 
at present. HL and John Guerrant are both very well. Our loss in killed at 
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Roanoke Island _ is reported very small. I have but little news to interest you. | 
hope to hear from you soon. | will write again in a few days. Give my respects 
to all inquiring friends and accept for yourself the love of your Brother 

W.M. Nunnally 


Monday 17 
Every thing quiet, it is raining very hard. Stopped granting furloughs. 
Several regiments came to Suffolk yesterday. I don’t know what state they are 
from. I guess the government will continue to reinforce this country 
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Camp Gregg Va 
Feby 22/62 
Dear Brother 

Your letter of the 14™ just came to hand a few days since. I had heard that 
Mother failed to take the land. I suppose she is not worsted by that for land 
Is always very high in that section. 

My notion is that she had better try and make every dollar she can while 
produce is high so that she can buy hands to work it when the war ends. That 
is destined to be the finest country in the confederacy everything that can be 
made to eat will find a splendid market in Danville or Richmond and tobacco 
will always bring a good price. A large portion of Virginia that use to raise 
tobacco will turn its attention to the culture of grain and vegetables after the 
war to supply southern cities that have usually been supplied to a large intent 
from Pennsylvania and other northern states. I think you could hire a good 
able negro to assist you in making a large crop of tobacco. You would do well 
to do it. Tobacco will keep at an enormous price for several years after the war. 

Things have changed here since I wrote to you Last. A large portion of the 
army has gone to Richmond or below there on black water a little river below 
Petersburg where I expect the next fight will be. A large portion of the Yankee 
army have left and gone to ports unknown to me. I suppose Gen. Lee knows as 
he seems to know everything about their movements __. To day is Sunday and 

has been snowing all day. It commenced last night about 12 o'clock and has 
~ continued ever since and is now about thirteen inches deep. It is precisely such 
a time as we had the 18" or 19" of January 1857 only the wind is not so hard 
though is it sufficient to blow the snow in at every little crack or hole under or 
about the tent. It is now one o'clock P.M. and is snowing as hard as ever. Since 
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I have been writing this twenty four reports of cannon from the Yankee side 
of the River has been distinctly heard. I can’t tell the meaning of it. It may be 
that they are firing off loaded pieces to keep the loads from getting wet in the 
euns or that they are fired to salute some distinguished vision to their army. 

Although many of our soldiers are badly clad they are always glad to see 
snow for it puts off the fight a few days longer and gives them a few more days 
rest. We have gaily times snow balling each other. This regiment and the 12" 
S.C. had a desperate fight with these harmless balls a few days ago. We give 
them their fill of it and drove them back to their camp. These fights are 
carried out on the same principle as the battle with the Yankees only all in good 
humor, We fish ____ out skirmishers to find where the main body of the enemy 
lay. After we find that and drive in their skirmishers then we throw the main 
part of our line on the weak part of theirs to break it and create confusion 
among them. We are divided in companies and each company a commander. 
So you see the service has not taken all the boyish notions and sport from us 
that we used to have. The Yanks seem to be afraid to risk their carcasses on 
this side the Rappahannock again and are probably making haste to gain a 
good position somewhere below Richmond to commence another siege on 
that place. If they do disease will thin their ranks faster than Southern bullets. 
Though they may be deceiving us and may try and cross 
the river at Fredericksburg once more. I have tried to get you another box of 
caps but have not succeeded yet. I could send you Musket caps but I fear they 
would not answer. 

All of your acquaintances here are well. Thos Harville and John Guerrant are 
both looking quite well. Gen. Anderson is quite well also. My health has been 
excellent all the time I have been at this place, with exception of rheumatism 
which troubles me at times. I will close as I have nothing further to interest 
you. Give my love to Sister Kate, Ma and family and accept for yourself the 
best wishes for your welfare, happiness and contentment of your brother 


W.M. Nunnally 


Camp Ruffin Va Mar 2, 
Misses V A & S S Nunnally 
Dear Sisters 
Your very kind favors of the 23 came to hand a few days since. They 
found one about as well as I was when I left home. My cough gets no better. 
I wrote to you as soon as I got to camp. I suppose you have received the letter 
before this time. The same excitement that prevailed then continues unabated. 


HAO) 


The militia have all been called out and are quartered about at difference points 
8c drilling every day. ‘The enemy continue to threaten as with a large force. 
I hope however that we are prepared to meet them if they do advance. They 
have been landing troops at Newport News nearly every day for the past week. 
I think they intend advancing soon on this side the river though they may 
not. I brought every thing safe that I started with. Captains Baily & Groves 
enjoyed their present finely. All of you acquaintances are very well I should 
have enjoyed your company to preaching very much. 
Has James started on the road did he sell his mules before he left. I am sorry 

I did not get to see Esq Guerrant before I left. John & Hugh are both quite 
well so is Gus Watkins & Thos Harville., Harville seems a little weak from the 
sickness he had. I heard that we had gained another victory on the Potomac. 
I hope it is true. I have no other late news. Let me hear from you soon. Give 
my love to all enquiring friends & to the family. Accept for yourselves my 
best wishes etc . 

Your Brother 

WM Nunnally 


Camp Ruffin Va March 6/62 
Miss Virginia A Nunnally 
As I have an opportunity of sending a letter as far on the way as Danville 

by John C. Guerrant, who has been detailed to go there to work in a government 
gun shop at that place, I thought I would write a line or so to let you know that 
Tam well with the exception of a cold which is no better 
than it was when I left home & that we are no nearer a fight than we were 
when | wrote last. That I can see. The commissary store has been moved from 
Smithfield out on the Rail Road that comes down from Petersburg. I learn that 
all the Ammunition has been moved from there also. The Ellis Light Artillery 
is stationed in about three hundreds yards of our camp. It is 
very interesting to see them drill. Their drill ground is about 50 yds from our 
camp. It takes 72 horses to pull the cannon & caissons. They have six very 
nice brass pieces. I think they will do good executions if we ever get in an 
engagement. The Chalmers Glenn has made up a cavalry company out of the 
~ Regiment they won’ go into service until after the regiment is disbanded. 

I passed within three miles of Grand Ma Hudson as I came back to camp. | 
think I shall go there before I go home. I saw [people] on the train that know 
uncle John Gills very well. I did not have time to have much conversation with 
him. He belonged to a company from Amelia. Let me know who has been 


Ye) = 


elected as Lieutenants in Dr Courts company. Are the people doing anything 
towards building the Railroad. I believe the Engineer has gone to survey the 
road. He lives in this neighborhood. I have received today’s papers. No news 
of importance in them All of your acquaintances are well. Write soon & give 
me all the news. Give my love to all acquaintances 
Good night. 

W.M. Nunnally 


Camp Ruffin Va Mar 10°/62 

Dear Sister 

I take my seat to give you an account of one of the most desperate fights that 
has ever taken place on American water. Day before yesterday Saturday, about 
one O’clock P.M. The large iron clad steamer (Merrimack) that has just been 
completed at Norfolk came out into Hampton Roads and attacked the two 
blockading ships that were anchored opposite Newport News. She had hardly 
eot within range of the guns on the two ships when the Federals opened fire 
on her from both ships and the battery. Although the fire from them was very 
heavy she (the M.) kept on until she had got as close as she desired then the 
terrible work commenced. In a short time one of the Federal 
ships had been badly damaged and began to sink. Then the Yankees began to 
climb up on the Mast. They could be seen plainly from this side hanging to the 
rope and by the time our boat could get to her she had gone to the bottom of 
the river and no doubt the most of her crew with her. By this time three other 
of our boats (small steamers) that had been anchored up the river several miles 
came down and began to take a part in the fight and in an hour afterwards 
the other large ship had surrendered and hoisted a white flag. A few moments 
after this two other large ships came up from Fortress Monroe and began to fire 
on our little fleet but one of them was soon disabled and had to return. The 
other stood her ground and fought desperately until dark. This vessel was the 
Minnesota which is the best ship in the Federal Navy 

Yesterday at sunrise the fight was renewed with as much fury as the day 
before and the ship (Minnesota) that fought so hard the evening before was 
soon disabled and could not get away but continued to fight with as much 
vigor as before. Twelve steamers came to her assistance and pretty soon one of 
the most dreadful fights that I ever heard of was raging which continued until 
12 M when both parties seemed to quit with equal willingness. I learn that 


the Federals burnt the Minnesota last night to keep us from getting it though 
I doubt it. 
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The ship we captured Saturday. We could not get it away so we set it on fire 
Saturday night and burnt it. About midnight its magazine exploded which was 
a sight almost beyond description. Imagine ten thousand streaks of lightning 
all accompanied by tremendous peals of thunder all flying through the air at 
the same time and you only have a first idea of it. Window glass was shaken 
out twenty miles around and the earth trembled fearfully and it was almost as 
light as day for many miles around. I witnessed nearly all the fight as soon as 
it commenced. John W. Guerrant and I in company with several others went 
down to the river where we had a plain view of it all both days. I will give you 
the supposed number of guns used on both sides. On the Cumberland 40, 
Congress 40, Minnesota 70 all the steamers 20 and the battery of Newport 
News 15. Total number of Federal Guns 185. On the Merrimack 14, Patrick 
Henry 7, Jamestown 4 Teaser 1 Battery of Sewell’s Point 20 Total number 
Confederate Guns 46. Total number of confederate and federal guns 231. I 
forgot to mention the guns on the ship that is caped which was at least 50 
making in all 281. Imagine you see all those guns firing as fast as they can load 
them and the report of each louder than thunder and you have an idea of what 
I saw. You will see a full account of the affair in the papers and you will soon 
see it in history to be handed down to future generations 

The excitement around here is about as it was when | wrote last. All of our 
company is well except T Harville. He has had another sick spell. I think he is 
improving. Tuesday 11" last night we received The Norfolk papers stating that 

our loss was 7 and the Federals upwards of 600. 
Ei write soon 


W M Nunnally 


Camp Ruffin Va 
March the 30" 1862 
Misses V.A. & S.S. Nunnally 
Dear Sisters 
Your very welcome favor of the 23" just came to hand a few days since & I 
avail myself of the earliest opportunity of replying. I have no news of very great 
importance to communicate. I suppose you will have heard by the time this 
reaches you that the 4" regiment has left their winter quarters & crossed the 
_ River to reinforce McGruder. The 3" Virginia Regiment also has gone over. 
The report here is that the enemy are advancing on McGruder with 70,000 
men from old Point & Newport News. We wanted to go over with them but 
Gen. McGruder says we must stay here to protect this country. I dont think 
he will let us leave. ei. 


Capt Slade passed through our camp this morning on his way to join his 
company. He has been to Raleigh. I fear he will not overtake his company until 
tomorrow. They will see a hard time over there. Whether they get into a fight 
or not I learn that the roads on that side are almost impassible. If they fight 
we can hear it all on this side & I have been listening to hear them commence. 
The 4 Regiment crossed the river yesterday morning & the 3 Virginia night 
before last. I expect to hear of a hard fight over there. Thousands of troops 
have been passing over the Rail Roads in this section for the last week some 
going to reinforce Magruder & the others going to NC. Some days last week 
no body except soldiers were allowed to get on the cars and we are now almost 
in sight of 70,000 Federals that has been brought there within the last week so 
you see there has been a great change in the position of the two armies of the 
Potomac. Some think that the two regiments that left this Brigade will be back 
ina few days but I fear they will not. I heard that they did not carry their tents 
but don’t know the truth of it. That section is not near so healthy as this and I 
fear many of them will get sick if they have to stay there long. 

I have no late news from any other locality, but we look for exciting news 
soon from several different points. I hope all of the late changes will be for 
our good for this is certainly the darkest time we have ever experienced. We are 
waiting eagerly for the Merrimac to make her second appearance in Hampton 
Roads. She will not put it off many days longer. I have two very nice finger 
rings ' made of a piece of the Federal Ship, Congress, that was destroyed by 
The Merrimac. Several pieces of it floated ashore at Ragged Island. I will send 
them to you soon. 

I am in better health now than I have been for several months. I believe 
I am entirely well of my cold. J.M.S Guerrant has a very sore throat but he 
says he is better this evening. Capt Bailey has got nearly well. He was quite 
sick for several days. Some of our company have reenlisted yet I believe it will 
be impossible to reorganize the company until we get home & I think it very 
doubtful about it then. We begin to think that we will not be allowed to go 
home when out time expires. I will close for the present. If I hear any more 
news to night I will write itin the morning. For the present Adieu I heard 
no news last night. We have not been ordered away yet, nor have had quite a 
rainey time for several days & it continues thick cloudy. Write soon & give me 
all the news & believe me to be your friend & brother 

WMNunnally 
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Camp near Yorktown Va 
April 18/62 
I write to inform you that I am well. None of our regiment has been killed 

& only one wounded. John A Gilliam leg was shot off day before yesterday 
be a cannon ball. The 4" regiment is on our right. A very hard fight came off 
about a mile from here the same day. Our loss was 25 killed & 75 wounded. 
The Yankees lost over 400. Their wounded & dead are still remaining on the 
field. The Yankees wont allow us to take them away & they wont come to do 
it themselves. Nothing but the roar of cannon fills our ears. We are looking 
for a tremendous fight. I will write again in a few days. I got the letters you 
sent by 7 Mr Watt leaves for home in a few moments 

good bye 

WMN 


Our regt. got within a few hundred yards of the late fight but it closed before 
we got there. The enemy was drove back none of your acquaintances have been 
killed & none but Gilliam wounded. His leg was cut off about his knee by the 
surgeon. Cannon are still firing night & day. Listen for a big fight. We are 
confident of sweep 


Camp Near Yorktown Va 
! April 20" 1862 
Dear Sister , 
Your very kind favors of the 15" just came to hand a few days since. I was 
glad to hear from you & that you were well. This leaves me tolerable well. | 
am getting quite thin about the face, quite a number of our company are on 
the sick list. HS & J Guerrant are both unwell though I think they will be well 
soon. John has not left Camp Ruffin yet. Thos. Harville is over there yet. | 
don't look for him to come over as we have no tents. It is raining very hard 
now and the company are huddled under shelters made of pine brush. We 
are seeing a hard time but the men seem to be tolerable well satisfied. 1 will 
give you a short sketch of our movements & since we came over here. We 
staid three days & nights in an entrenchment during that cold rain on the 6" 
7 8& 8" of this month then went to Wynns Mill & staid two days. ‘Then to 
Mulberry Island & staid 3 days then to Yorktown & staid one day. Mmarched 
there from M. Island in the night a distance of 13 miles. We got near Yorktown 
about an hour before day & slept on the ground until 3 pm then came to our 
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present station. Wednesday last a battle was fought near us at Dam No 2 our 
loss was 24 killed. The Yankees lost over 400 killed. They were not buried until 
yesterday evening. 

One of their officers who was badly wounded would raise up on his elbow 
& beg our men to kill him. The Yankees would not let us move them but 
every time we started to them they would fire at us from thick woods. Another 
fight came off there last night. We killed several & lost none. We were sent to 
reinforce our troops on the 16" but the fight ended before we could get there. 
The roar of Musketry & cannon was the grandish thing I ever heard. ‘The 
report of cannon was over one hundred times per minute & musketry over one 
thousand per second if not two thousand. To stand off a few hundred yards 
you would think it strange that any would be left alive after a few moments 
firing but it is surprising that so few get hurt. I have had several balls pass 
very near me but none have hit me yet. One of the Yanceyville Grey was 
wounded in the thigh. He was about six feet from me. I caught him by the 
time he fell & dragged him in the entrench- ment. He fainted & I thought 
he was dead but he soon got over it. John Gilliam is improving. The 4 Ret 
is about 300 yards from us, our force is very large. A large number of the army 
of the Potomac has arrived here. This portion of the line is commanded by 
Gens Hill, Early, Colston, Toambs, Cobb & several others I do not recollect 
their names. We are expecting one of the bloodiest battles that has ever taken 
place on this continent. The enemy’s Picket are within two hundred yards of 
our camp. Our boys talk with them constantly. Nothing but a small creek 
& marsh separate us. The men here don’t like being forced into service. I fear 
it will injure our cause. I heard that twenty men deserted from an Alabama 
Rgt as soon as they heard it. I hope however the soldiers will become satisfied 
though they will be sadly disappointed by not getting home at the expiration of 
twelve months. Monday 21* No news everything is quite calm this Morning. 
H.L.G. went to Bens Church last evening to stay until he gets well. RL Watt 
is quit sick this morning. Gus Watkins is quite well. lit is raining yet. We are 
over stocked with mud for the present. My clothes are black as jet. I have 
not had my coat off in 9 days more or not. My hands & face are blacker than 
Bobs. I don't think you would hardly know me. I saw a colonel a few days ago 
that had not had on a clean shirt or socks in six weeks. He looked badly you 
may be sure. I will try & put ona clean collar in 5 or 6 days if I can get one If 
I cant I will have to make this answer for a few months longer. I will close as I 
have no news I will write again soon. Direct your letters to Smithfield give my 
love to the family & all inquiring friends 

W M Nunnally 
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Army of the Peninsula 
I believe its May 11 1862 

I write to inform you that I was not hurt in the bloody engagement at 
Williamsburg. Though our company suffered severely. We went in the fight 
with 37 men & 23 of that number were either killed, wounded, or taken 
prisoner. Capt Bailey was wounded & no doubt taken prisoner. Gus Watkins 
was taken. I believe these two was all you know that met with accident. Two 
men were killed by my side & another wounded. I don’t see why I was not 
killed. The Yankees & 3 companies of our Regt got mixed up & fought with 
bayonets. Our company was one of them. We drove them back & killed a 
large number of their men. The fight was in the thick woods. That is why 
they captured some of our men. Our 3 companies lost 74 men. The fight was 
a bloody one. No doubt you have seen a full account of it before this. 

I think the sight of a battle field is so shocking a sight for civilized people to 
ever behold. I never heard such cries & groans & there were all over the woods 
the night after the fight. I wish I could see you & tell you all the particulars. 
We are now about 20 miles below Richmond waiting for the enemy to come 
& give us battle. HJG was in the fight but escaped unhurt. All the women & 
children have left this section & soldiers have taken possession of their homes. 
I must close, give my love to all the family & enquiring friends & accept & 
equal share for yourself. I don’t know where to tell you to send a letter. 


W M Nunnally 


Richmond Va .- 
May 21* 1862 
Dear Sister 


I write to inform you all where I am & how I am getting along. | have been 
quite unwell for several weeks. In fact I have been sick ever since I crossed the 
river but kept up until the day after the fight at Williamsburg. I have been 
quite unwell ever since that time I have had the Fever & loss of appetite. | 
was so weak a few days ago that I could not walk a hundred yards. I was sent 
up here last Saturday but I was so weak that I was not able to look around to 
get a boarding house. Therefore I had to stay at the hospital 3 days among 
~ some of the filthiest men the world ever produced. Everything they gave us to 
eat was badly cooked & put in plates & bowls that looked like they had never 
been washed. After staying there three days I met a friend from Caswell who 
succeeded in getting me a first rate place to stay. | am staying with M* Kendal. 
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Her Husband is in the army & she seems to be ready to do anything to make 
an honest support. She treats me very kindly, feeds well & spends as much of 
her time as possible with us in conversation. A Lieutenant from Georgia is here 
with me sick. We have a very nice room ventilated by four large windows. 
Nearly all of the wealthy people have left here which makes it quite difficult 
to get board. I will tell you as near where I am as I can so if anyone from 
that neighborhood comes down soon & wants to visit me you can tell them 
where to find me. I am in a white house on the top of the hill where the canal 
empties in the River. There is no house between this & the river at that point. 
I think I am improving now I have the Fever stopped & I begin to eat tolerable 
hearty. The Regiment is stationed about three miles from here Hugh is the 
only commissioned officer with our company & he was not well when I left 
him. I hope he will be able to keep up. I wish I could see you and & tell you 
all that I have seen & heard worthy of note since I crossed the River 

A great many soldiers are dying here every day. Their friends will never know 
where they are buried & some wont even know that they are dead. One poor 
fellow that came up here with me died a few minutes after he got here. He was 
from Caswell. He was taken up like a dog & sent off to the dead house. It is 
a common thing to hear men cursing while handling the dead. I have no late 
news from Capt Bailey. I understand that he is in Williamsburg & improving 
slowly. This is mere rumor | cant say that it is true. I will close for the night 
& finish in the morning I feel about as I did yesterday no late news. Write to 
one immediately Give my love to all the family & friends & accept a share for 
yourself 


W M Nunnally 


Richmond Va 

May 29/62 
Dear Sisters 

Your favor of the 5" just came to hand this evening. I don’t know when I 

can send Walter his letter. I am still on the sick list. I am boarding with M*® 
Kendall yet. She treats me finely. I don’t think I am improving much though 
I can walk about the house. I hope to get out in the country soon where I can 
get better water. Don't be uneasy. If 1 get worse I will write immediately, write 
soon. Give my love to all. 


W? M Nunnally 
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Richmond Va 
unesl* 
Dear Sister 

Yours of the 26 just came to hand yesterday. I saw it advertised in the 
Dispatch or it would have remained in the office several days longer. It found 
me improving I think. I have had no fever for 14 days. My liver fails to act 
which gives me the jaundice which is all I complain of. Iam also very weak from 
it, but I sit up all day & walk about the yard during the morning & evening. 
I was sick for several days before the battle of Williamsburg & I exerted myself 
too much that day carrying off the wounded. I felt next morning like I could 
not walk & had come to the conclusion that I would have to let the Yankees 
take me prisoner but Dr. Williamson persuaded me to try & make my escape 
& I found after walking a mile that I felt much better & by day I was two 
miles from the town & at 12 [noon] I overtook the Regiment & got to ride 
for several days but was almost perished. I would have given a dollar freely for 
one biscuit several times. But I can get plenty now but have but little appetite. 
Nearly all of our company are on the sick list, or at home on parole. I have 
not heard from Capt. Bailey yet. Hugh was with the regiment the last I heard 
from him but was not well. I have been here two weeks. I tried to get home but 
Gen. Longstreet refused to sign my furlough. I hope to be able to join the Ret. 
ina few days. I have to pay ten dollars ($10) per week for board. A very hard 
battle came off yesterday five miles from here. I could hear the guns plainly. 
They have been fighting some little to day. The enemy seem determined to 
take Richmond. If they do I will try & make tracks another way. If James 
comes home let me know & I will Send word whether he need come or not. | 
may have to move soon. At present I am doing very well& want none of you 
to come here. I don’t know what put the foolish notion in your heads for any 
of you to want to come here. You are not half as able to take care of yourselves 
as lam & you might look a month without finding me & besides I am liable 
to be moved at any time. You need not look for me home for I will be certain 
not to come, not without something turns up unexpectedly to me. 

I am where | can see all the way up Main Street. This place is on a hill at 
the foot of main street so I see all that is going on. I wish Harris had brought 
me the socks for I need them. The shirt I don’t want, I get very lonesome 
sometimes. I am looking for several wounded men here to stay in the same 
room they will be some company for me. I will close in the morning, good 
evening 


Sale 


Monday June 2/62 


I feel better this morning & think I am improving very fast. I have no late 
news of Saturdays fight. It is quite pleasant this morning. I will write again in 
a few days. Let me hear from you soon. Give my love to all the family & others 
that may inquire after me. For the present adieu 


W M Nunnally 


Camp (paper torn) 
1862 
Dear Sister 

I write to inform you that I got to camp Monday evening. I met with no 
difficulty on the way. I found the company recruiting their health some little. 
We have 39 in the company here & have 39 sick, wounded, & prisoners 
absent, making 78 in all. The company once amounted to 94. The Regiment 
is camped on The York River R{ail] Roadabout 3 % miles below Richmond. 
We are in Gen. Garlands brigadebut I don’t know who will be our Division 
Commander. Gen G H Hill has left us & gone to Petersburg to take command 
at that place. 

The camps of the Regiments around here looks more like the camp of a 
large army than anything I have seen. Nothing but a vast field of tents meet 
the eye interspersed here & there with a small cluster of pines. I found Hugh 
with the company looking much better than I expected to see him. He had 
been here several days. We have to drill twice a day. I got quite sick while 
on drill yesterday but am about as well today as I was when I left home. We 
have nothing to eat except bread & meat. Hugh bought some cucumbers & 
Onions yesterday at 25cts each. Milk is worth 50cts a quart & we will have to 
do without that. We have nothing to sleep on at night except a blanket which 
we spread on the ground & have to sleep on that without any thing to cover us 
except the tent fly which we have stretched to keep off the dew. I get very cold 
every night. I have to get up & move about to get warm. Tell Cousin Frances 
Stubblefield I can’t find the Regt. her brother is in also tell Mary Pemberton I 
cant find the Rgt. her son is in. All the troops near our camp are from N.C. 
Some think that the fighting is over but others think that we will (paper torn) 
I have not been here long enough (paper torn) about things to g (paper torn) 
killed & 4 (paper torn) I left the (paper torn) you sent Scott at Richmond 
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Thos Harville is quite feeble I don’t think that he is Improving any. Capt 
Bailey has been sent from Fortress Monroe to Philadelphia (so report says). We 
expect he will be sent back to Richmond soon at an exchange of prisoners is 
going on. Those that are wounded will be exchanged first. It has commenced 
raining and I will have to close for the present it has been cloudy ever since | 
left Danville. We are looking for the conscripts here this week to fill our Regt 
it will take about 500. Gen. Jackson & his division has left this place & gone 
back to this future field of action. A good many of the boys have overcoats, 
guns, watches etc taken from the Yanks Tell ma to pay Dr Dick what I owe him 
I did not get to see him when I came by. I will close for the present. good bye 
till morning July 24" 
I am quite well this morning. no news of importance the health of the 

company is improving write soon. Direct to 

WMNunnally 

13 Rgt NC Troops 

Richmond Va 


Camp near Richmond 
July 30/62 

Dear Sister 

I write to inform you that I am quite well & have been all the time. I believe 
I would get to be too fat if I could get plenty of everything to eat, but we are 
living on very course & mean food. We have had bread, meat & Irish potatoes 
for the last three days which is regarded as something extra. I bought two lbs. 
of Butter this morning at 1.25 per lb nearly every body here are complaining 
of being unwell, 4 or 5 died in this brigade yesterday. Capt Human from 
_ Edgecombe is in command of the regiment. We are looking for R S Watt 
down to day & several others of our company. I went down to the battlefield 
of Seven Pines a few days ago I saw several Yankees that had never been buried, 
and nearly all that were buried were covered up with dirt where they fell & 
many of them had their feet & head uncovered. Some few had been put in 
graves. I saw several men there having their sons taken up & put in coffins & 
carried home. They seemed greatly distressed to find their children instead 
of being buried lying as they fell with hardly enough dirt put on them to hide 
their head & feet. The Yankees left many things there very valuable to us. 
Wagons have been busy hauling them off during the last ten days. Many things 
were destroyed such as tents cooking utensils etc. Several of our company got 
good rifles, oil cloths overcoats etc. 
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I wish you would see to having the grey cloth made for my coat & pants as 
early as possible. let me know if you have made arrangement to get it. I could 
not find the kind of Bible you wanted in Richmond. I have a lot of Postage 
Stamps that I will send you in a few days by William Bethell, If you see any 
one coming down here send me some Butter. We expect Capt Baily to be 
exchanged in a Short time as an agreement has been made for a general 
exchange of Prisoners I send you the cartel to read I also send a list of prices of 
many articles in the way of vegetables in Richmond & we have to pay much 
higher in camp. We are about 3 miles below Richmond on the right of York 
River R Road we are in Gen. Garlands brigade. 


July 31" 


I will close. This morning, I am yet quite well I will send this by Wm Bethell 
I am acting Commissary in R Scales place he is at home sick. I have quite an 
easy task. Write soon & give my love to all Good Bye 


W" M Nunnally 


Camp Near Richmond 
August 4" 1862 


Dear Sister 
Yours of the 1* just came to hand yesterday & found me well. Send the cloth 
by Lt. Watt. Send all the 7 yards 
W M Nunnally 


Camp Near Richmond Aug. 10'/62, 
Dear Sister, 

I write to inform you that I am quite well & enjoying myself as well as could 
be expected. I have no new of importance. We have taken a hard march since 
I wrote last. The Yankees had advanced to Malvern Hill & we went down to 
give them battle but they left before we got there. The 1 Regt of N.C. Cavalry 
took some 30 or 40 prisoners There was a very hard battle fought on that hill 
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during the late battle. I am glad to inform you that Capt Bailey has been 
exchanged. He has been to see us. He looks about as well as usual. He has not 
recovered the use of his arm he will start home tomorrow. | fear that he will 
not be able to do any more service I expect that he will be discharge which I 
regret very much. I have not got the box you sent but will get it tomorrow. 
I wrote you a short note by W™ Bethell to send the 7 yds of Salem jeans you 
spoke of. Send it by the first passing I intent to send my Confederate Suit 
home I cant take care of it here. Lt Watt has returned he hired a boy from W™ 
Brown to cook for us We are living a hard life, everything to eat is very scarce 
& high. The men are suffering from want of vegetables. I have been detailed 
to act as commissary while Richard Scales is absent. I have his horse to ride 
whenever we have to march. 

As I have no other news I will close. Give my love to the family. Tell James 
...that I heard that he had got shot accidently. I don’t much expect to hear that 
he is married. Give my love to all that may enquire after me 

Hoping to hear from you | remain your Friend & Brother 


W.M.Nunnally 


Direct to Sh (paper torn) M.ct. Richnrond-Va 
13 Rgt. NC Troops (paper torn) mond Va 


Frederick Co M.D. 

Camp of 13 NC Troops 

Sept 7" 1862 
Dear Sister 

I write to inform you that I am in only tolerable health. I had despaired of 

having an opportunity to write again soon but one of our Regt. is going to 
Richmond & I will send it there by him. I want you to get Fowler at Wentworth 
to make my overcoat tell him to make it the same size he did Monroe Herbins 
last fall g. Get Jas. to attend to it Get Capt. Bailey to let Fowler or some other 
Tailor take his measure & have my coat & pants made by his measure I am 
about 1 % inches larger around the waist, shoulders, & hips than he is & the 
pants ought to be about 1 inch longer in the leg. I want the pants very bad & 
probably you can make them by some others I have at home if you can please 
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make them & send by the first passing. Don’t push yourself or Capt Bailey to 
any unnecessary trouble about it. We crossed the Potomac River 3 days ago. 
We met a small squad of Yankees on this bank of the River but they soon left 
& we have met none since. The people generally seem glad to see us but some 
few from this section are in the Federal army. I think we will move in a few 
days towards Baltimore. We have marched all the way from Richmond same 
day marching 28 miles. I passed over the battle field near Bull Run where the 
battle was fought last week & it certainly was the bloodiest battle field of the 
war. I suppose the Yankees will be badly buried They were lying very thick & 
their loss must have been 7 or 8 times as large as ours. We missed the fight by 
lying over 3 days at Hanover Junction. 

This is the finest country I ever saw & we will fare tolerable well here as 
confederate money goes like hot cakes. H.L. Guerrant is tolerable well. 
can't tell you where to write us there is no confederate mail route near us & | 
can only get a letter from you by hand. I hope you will send one by the first 
opportunity We captured two canal boats when we crossed the River. They had 
several sacks of coffee aboard & as our company was the first to go on it they 
got a good supply. Give my love to all I will write again the first opportunity. 

W M Nunnally 


Centerville 

Camp Near Bunterville or 
Octethenleas G2 

Miss V.A. Nunnally 


Wear Sister 

I wrote to James a few days since very hurriedly but for fear that he will not 
get it I will write again to you. Since we left Richmond we have marched over 
three hundred miles. Consequently the men are worn out & many entirely 
without shoes which is not very agreeable here now as we have a large white 
frost nearly every morning. We had to wade the Potomac twice & we are not 
allowed now to stop to take off our shoes or pants but have to wade nearly all 
the creeks & rivers we come to with them on as most of the bridges have been 
burnt. Every man has to keep up with his regiment. If he is sick enough to 
die he has to keep up or be tied hand & foot at night & turned over on his 
side to lie there all night. The army has almost dispensed with hospitals in the 
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last two weeks, all the soldiers soon got tired of Maryland. The people would 
close the doors and windows when the Southern army was approaching. We 
found some few Southern sympathizers when we first entered the state. We 
were in several counties & found it to be the finest farming country I ever saw 
& towns & villages every few miles. I came very near being captured one night 
while over there. Our brigade engaged the enemy first. Jackson & A.P. Hill 
was at Harpers Ferry when the fight commenced on Sunday. I did not crop 
(cross) ‘The river until Wednesday morning but took an active part in the fight 
on that day. I don’t think we can claim a victory on the Maryland Side but the 
capture of Harpers Ferry was a complete victory. We are preparing to fall back 
to Winchester I think which is eight miles South of us. I can’t form any idea 
where the army will winter but suppose a portion of it will go to Petersburg. 
I have not seen any of our wounded since the battle they are badly scattered. 
The Yankees have some of them & others I can't tell where they have been since 
but they are on this side the river somewhere. If a man gets sick or wounded 
he had as well be dead as to be here. The man that is not always ready & able 
to do duty is treated worse than a dog & men would desert but thousands if 
it was not for the penalty. But I hope something will be done to make them 
better satisfied. I think if they were well fed they would not complain so much. 
It has been upwards of three weeks since we had any bacon. all we get is 1 1/8 
lbs of flour & 1b of fresh beef per day. 

The flour is made up with cold water (for we have no vessels to warm water) 
without salt, lard or soda & when it gets cold it is almost as tough as leather & 
the beef when cooked & the bone taken out don’t weigh over half a pound & 
the men usually eat it all at one mess & gnaw on cold biscuit the balance of the 
day unfortunately for us we are in a country where we can't buy anything not 
even corn meal. For the army has been in this section ever since the war began. 
Capt. E.D. Scales returned a few days ago & relieved me of the commissary 
business & I am with the company now. I don’t think I could have marched 
the distance the Regt has had to march for I have been unwell all the time 
(though I wrote to James that I was well) and am but little better now & have 
but little hope of improving any until I am better fed but I take everything as 
fair & easy as I can for I am tired of so much grumbling as I have to hear every 
day. T.L. Rawley has returned I saw him last night he has not heard from James 
Rawley who was left sick at Fredrick M.D. he has been taken by the enemy no 
doubt and will be sent South as Soon as he is able to travel & will then get to go 
home. Ifyou have not had my pants made yet I wish you would immediately. 
If you can have them made the same size of my black Doe Skin pants that Jas. 
was trying to buy from me 
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I also need the coat very badly as my old grey is about worn out. The overcoat 
I will need by the first of December. I bought me a good pair Shoes yesterday 
& will not need the boots until December but I want some socks as I had all of 
mine stolen a few days since. (The over coat that Fowler at Wentworth made 
for Monroe Herbin last winter was the right size for me.) H.L.G. is well. | 
have not seen or heard from Thos Harville since we left Richmond. Give my 
love to all inquiring friends & especially the family write to me immediately 
direct the letter to Winchester care of Col Ruffin. Though I doubt whether | 


get it Or not. 


W M Nunnally 


BS 
If you can buy any grey cloth made in that country get me enough to make 
a pair pants & make them so they will be ready by the time I need them I 


suppose you can get the cloth for about two dollars a yard 
W.M.N. 


Oct 2 
I send this by Gen F Chambers one of our company who has been discharged 
he will come down again in about a month have my overcoat ready to send by 
him if you have the cloth O N Fitzgerald was killed in the last fight Also Elijah 


Robertson 


Camp of 13 N.C. Troops 

Near Bunker Hill 

Oct YPaisG2 
Dear Sister 

I wrote to you a few days since but will write again as it is uncertain about 

getting letters sent so far by hand. I am about as well as usual the health of the 
company is very good every thing seems quiet about camp at present but I fear 
it will not be the case long as we learned last night that 60 000 Yankees were at 
Warrenton Springs which is about 100 miles from here but in our rear and near 
the road that all of our supplies have to come over. I have no other news to 
write I hope to get a long letter from you soon giving me all the news. Provision 
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is very scarce here & we are living a miserable life. I would feel ashamed to 
offer a negro from Rockingham such as we have to eat but we manage to live 
on it and that is about all. From what I can learn it is not certain that O N 
Fitzgerald is dead but most of his company thinks that he was bound to die 
nothing has been heard yet of those that were missing from our company. We 
have been looking for Col. Watt down several weeks but he has not come yet. 
Steven Neal was here yesterday but could hear nothing from Feliz. I suppose 
that Glenn's boy told Esq Guerrant all about the fight as I told him to stop 
there my love to all friends 


W.M.Nunnally 


Hugh says tell his folks that he is well 


Camp of 13" Regt. N. C. Troops 
Oct. 24° 1862 

Dear Sister 

Yours of the 17" just came to hand last night. It found me tolerable well | 
feel better than I have since I left Richmond. We had just returned from a trip 
down on the Baltimore & Ohio Rail Road which we tore up & burnt the sills 
& Iron from Martinsburg nearly down to Harpers Ferry. The fires looked 
beautiful at night Col. Watt & Capt. Baily were down to see us & they left the 
day before we returned. We expected the Yankees would attack us while we 
were destroying the road but we did not see anything of them. It took 25,000 
men two days to tare it up. Hretoactit was one of the finest roads in the U.S. a 
double track all the way. I have no news to write we expect to spend the winter 
in the valley, but we know but little about it the blue ridge is about six miles 
east of us and the Allegany mountains about ten miles west. The weather is 
beginning to get cold, every dry here since we left Richmond, but I fear it will 
not be the case long. The farmers have large crops of wheat but the mills about 
here cant begin to grind it fast enough for us it takes at least 600 ____ a day 
to feed this army & about 120,000 Ibs of beef so you see it takes an immense 
quantity to feed us badly. The health of the army is improving fast, though we 
fear the small pox will yet come amongst us. There is several cases near here 
now though everything is being done that can be to prevent it spreading. 
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Gen. Anderson brought my clothes safe. I bought me a pair of pants & 
Roundabout [jacket] just like the pants a few days before he got here but I will 
have use for them. If you can buy me cloth to make a pair of pants like John 
W Guerrant’s at 2 % of three dollars per yard you may but don't pay any more 
for I can get grey pants from the Quartermaster at eight dollars like those you 
sent. I want you to send my two coats. The first safe opportunity you have. 
I want you also to send my cap. Tooth brush & a pocket comb (the one with 
the teeth broken out on one end) some soap & a black cravat (the one I carried 
home last spring) I don’t want my boots until December or January. I wish 
I could get home to get something to eat for I have not had much of late. | 
feel like I would get fat now if I was where I could live like a white man I have 
tried beef every way I ever heard of but Its beef any way we cook it. We have 
to pay 75 cts per dozen for apples. Two dollars per lb for honey. one dollar 
for butter & can get but little at that I will now close but before winding up 
I will pay some attention to the letters sent by Sgt Anderson. I was truly glad 
to hear of the Revival of Religion in that section & hope that those who failed 
to find the pearl they sought will never despair but will continue to seek in 
the balance of their days or find it our Savior will be sure to convert them at 
the proper time. When I began to feel that I had done all that I could & that 
all was lost & that I was certainly lost forever. it was there that God showed 
me plainly how he could save me & be just at the same time how I felt then is 
not in the power of any man to describe. But when I look back to that time 
although it has been over two years it causes a thrill of joy to run through my 
whole frame and it seems to be the only bright spot in my past life & one that 
nothing can blot out only the Savior that put it there. So I can say, that I feel 
like I am between two bright spots. That’s the star and Heaven the sun & 
between the two all seems dark. Though something may appear in future that 
I can compare to the asteroids. Many a time when you have been sleeping on 
a comfortable bed probably dreaming of some romantic scene or having a gay 
time at some friends house or being at school, have I been off at some retired 
spot in Va upon my knees praying for God to bring you & the other of the 
family unconverted to be penitent & now I can with a warmer heart & double 
confidence ask him to convert those that are seeking him. now I must bid you 
adeu give my love to all let one hear from you soon 


W. M. Nunnally 
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Oct 25, we have been transferred to Gen. W.D. Penders Brigade in the A P 
Hills Division Hugh & John Guerrant are both quite well. I sent 250 dollars 
by Robt B Watt tell Ma to get it & keep it until I call for it I also let Robt S 
Watt have my watch if he gets home you can sent to Richmond. 
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Camp of 13 N.C. Troops 
near Winchester Va 
Nov. 12° 1862 

Dear Sister, 

I write to inform you that I am tolerable well. I have a very sore arm from 
being vaccinated. It has broken out in seventeen places on my left arm which 
makes it so sore that I can scarcely move it. I have been very close to several 
cases of small pox but think there is no danger of taking it. There has been 
one or two cases in this brigade but great care has been taken to prevent it 
from spreading. I have but little of importance to write since I last wrote to 
you. Small Picket from our Regt. & a company of artillery had quite a sharp 
skirmish with some Yankee cavalry last week & killed some 35 of them on the 
such without getting a man hunt on our side. I was about three hundred yards 
from the enemy but could not fire as our picket was between us some of the 
Yankees was frightfully mangled with cannon shot we have been expecting a 
fight every day for the last two weeks but as yet we have had nothing except a 
few skirmishes. We have been placed in position in line of battle several times 
but the enemy failed to carry out their threats. It is now certain that all of 
~ McClellan’s army is on this side the Potomac. This Division has been stationed 
at the mouth of Rickers gap on the west side of the blue ridge for two weeks 
but we left there yesterday & came about nine miles towards Winchester. We 
have had some very cold weather. it snowed all day the 7" just and did not 
melt away until yesterday. The ponds are all covered with ice and if it remains 
cold a few days longer the people here can fill their ice house with ice Although 
the weather is so severe we have to take it all without tents or anything else to 
shelter us Hugh & myself are better off than any body in the regt. except the 
Col. we have two quilts one we sleep on & cover with the other. Nnear half 
of the men have no blankets. They have to sleep on the ground without cover. 
I saw a man pay fifteen dollars for a common course blanket few days since I 
saw another pay one hundred & five dollars for a bee hive. So you may see we 
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live hard by day & sleep hard at night. The boys say a man born of woman & 
enlisted in Jacksons army is on few days & short rations. I suppose you have 
heard that Capt. Bailey has resigned which we regret very much, consequently 
we had to ____a third Lieutenant as the others of us went up by promotion. 
Hugh Anderson was elected without opposition But Wm R. Gotten was elected 
1* Sergeant in his place. I don’t know how long we will remain here but think 
we will winter about Stanton. I would like to get my overcoat as soon as 
possible. I have not heard from home since Anderson came down I hope 
you will let me hear from you soon direct your letter to Winchester Va, care of 
Col Scales 13 Regt NC Troops AP Hills division. I think we will have several 
days but I don’t think the enemy will attack us here our army has been greatly 
increased since the fight in M.D. by those that were at home at that time sick. 
Our company numbers 44 rank & file. R. L. Watt we learn is at home I hope 
he will return soon. Tell Esq Guerrant that Hugh & John are both quite well 
but we here don't favor themselves. They all look old as man that at twenty 
one looks like he is thirty. As | am out of news I will close, give my love to all 
inquiring friends & accept my best wishes for yourself 


Wm M Nunnally 


Camp of 13™ NC Troops 

Near Fredericksburg Va 

Decr 4" 1862 
Dear Sister 

After a long and tedious march I seat myself to let you know that I am well. 

We have been on the march 14 days and have marched two hundred miles. part 
of the time over a very rough road. We crossed Massanutten Mountain the 26" 
just & the blue ridge the 27" They were both covered with snow. When we 
were on the top of the ridge I looked back & the most delightful scenery that 
imagination can picture my eye. The beautiful valley Interspersed with 
towns & villages & the Allegany mountains forming a beautiful back ground 
look more like a beautiful dream than a reality. I got very sore the two or three 
first days, but I improved every day afterwards. But I am about out of shoes & 
want my boot badly We are on the Richmond Fredricksburg & Potomac Rail 
Road about sixty Miles from Richmond. It snowed several days since we have 
been on the road but not enough to cover the ground only on the mountains. 
All the army from the valley has got here & the Yankee army is a few miles 
from us. Some think we will have a powerful fight here but I think it very 
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doubtful James Rawly & Gen. Leftwich has been with us several days, but left 
last evening to join their own division which has been ahead of us all the time. 
I feel like I am almost at home since I have been here. The men have suffered 
for want of shoes. I saw some few entirely barefooted wading through the 
snow as we crossed the blue ridge. We got an order yesterday to get green cow 
skins & make shoes for the men to wear but they say they will not wear them. I 
dont see how we can accomplish unless the army is better cared for we have no 
tents yet & have to take the rain & snow nearly all the men have sore throats & 
coughs & some few dies every night and are barely covered up without coffins 
or anything of the kind All of your acquaintances are well most of the men 
have stood the march remarkably well. We have but few cooking utensils & 
it takes all night to cook one days rations We get nothing but beef & flour & 
sometimes no salt to go in that. I think the men make most of their conversation 
on something to eat They are a perished site generally. I want to get back to 
Richmond. We can live so much better there. 

I want you to send my coats ‘The first chance & the other things I Wrote for 
except the cravat I Don’t want that. I got one last night. I expect Robt S Watt 
will come down. Soon if he does he will let you Know & you can send then by 
him. I expect to write to him this evening I got a letter from you written the 
16” inst. When you write again direct to Richmond Va I will write again in 
a few days. Give my love to all relatives & accept for your self the love & best 
wishes of your brother. 

W M Nunnally 
Richmond Va 
Care of Col’Seales 
13 N C Troops 

H P Hills Division 


Camp of 13" N.C. Troops 
near Fredericksburg 
Dec 10" 1862 

Dear Sister 
Your of the 24% just came to hand yesterday. It found me well with the 
exception of a cold & cough which I have had for several days. I wrote to you 
a few days since & would have written by Peter Stevens but I had nothing of 
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importance to communicate. Peter promised to go and see you all & tell all the 
news etc. He said he was going to tell precisely how things were here which | 
assure you will be a hard story & Pete will give it no doubt in its darkest colors. 
We are at the same places that we were when | wrote last we have burnt all the 
wood that is near us & have to haul all we got on wagons which makes the 
allowance small. 

I suppose Stevens told you about my clothes & how to sent them. I tried 
on the pants you sent by Anderson & they fit very well. They are rather small 
around the hips but will answer. The cloth you have can be make & kept at 
home until I need them. I have plenty at present. The day after I wrote my last 
letter it rained, hailed & snowed all day & it is lying on the ground yet but as 
the prospect for a warm day today is good I hope a large portion of it will melt 
away before night. I had heard of Uncle Wm Mills death some time since. | 
am glad to learn that Billie & Alice have joined the M.E. Church. I suppose 
Aunt Eliza has changed the opinion of some of her neighbors in regard to 
herpatriotism since she have to come liberally to the aid of the soldiers. 

The Rawtown Company is in the same brigade with us. I see them every 
day. The company is smartly reduced and some of them need aid. Though they 
are as comfortable as other companies. I hope all from 17 to 40 years of age 
will be called into service also all those that hired substitutes without seeing 
service. 

I want all to have a taste of the war if it must continue. (paper torn) prospect 
for a long war is better than I ever saw it and (paper torn) certainly be conquered 
unless all hands help to keep (paper torn for remainder of letter) 

Gen Leftwich & JW Rawly marched with us several days George had the 
best suit of clothes I have seen that his Ma made also some superior shirts 
which is better that anything he can buy here. James Rawley gives me all the 
neighborhood news. He was full of talk for several days & had some very 
attentive hearers. Why don’t you tell me something about where James is 
and what he is doing. Tell sister Kate to write to her soldier brother that she 
need not wait for a formal introduction as it is rather hard to get at present. | 
promised to write to Neal & Bettie S. but have no time & place to write. I have 
not written to anyone except uncle T.J. Mills and yourself since I left home. I 
would like to regain my lady corresponding but I have not the time to write 
as | would like to do. Therefore I drop them entirely & transfer them to the 
verbal service in Gen Speculators Brigade of Confederate Shinplaster hunters, 
which I dint is getting to be very popular in Rockingham. They don’t like the 
idea of waiting for the war with Yankees to end but are catching up the sick & 
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wounded as they happen to fall in with them on their scouting expeditions. 
I would like to get home again about Christmas but fear I cannot unless a 
change in matters. 

I think the army will have to move back to Richmond or as far as Hanover 
Junction some time soon. We get bacon today for the first time since the fight 
in M.D. As I am out of news I must close for the present. Give my love to all 
the family & accept for yourself my best wishes etc write soon & give my all 
the news. All of your acquaintances are well 


W.M. Nunnally 


Camp of 13" N.C. Troops 

Near Fredericksburg Va 

Decmlao2 
Dear Sister 

I suppose you have heard of the battle fought near this place & feel some 

interest in my behalf. Therefore I write to inform you that I am unhurt & am 
tolerable well. The next morning after I closed my last letter we left camp and 
marched about three miles which brought us in plain view of the Federal army. 
They were in line of battle on the south Bank of the Rappahannock River. 
Their blue lines extended as far as we could see which was about seven miles, 
everything seemed ready on their part to advance but the day passed without 
a fight except an artillery duel. We fell back about 300 yards in an old field & 
slept all night. The next morning (Saturday) as soon as the smoke cleared away 
they put their lines in motion (we can see them plainly about 800 yards from 
_us a beautiful piece of level cleared land between us) everything was now still 
as death but on came about forty thousand of them covering the large plain 
in front of us. Presently they were fired at by our skirmishers who retreated 
back to our front line, now bang, bang, bang, went about forty pieces of our 
artillery. They returned the fire immediately & changed their course a little 
to our right. Then the engagement commenced in earnest our front line was 
seen to waver & give back. Then the Yankees came at double quick yelling 
like mad (paper torn) presently I heard. our men turn loose about twelve thou 
(paper torn) muskets at them & then pitched at (paper torn) with a yell enough 
to scare a den (paper torn) their retreat. Now the yankee lines (paper torn) 
(paper torn) they now instead (paper torn) (paper torn) fast as they (paper 
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torn) were shelling us with several pieces of artillery. I never experienced such 
a time in my life Gen. Pender said he had been in 13 fights but he had never 
seen anything to equal the danger that we were in for several hours. We were 
lying flat on the ground & the cannon balls & pieces of shells flying over us 
as thick as hail. One shell exploded in about three feet of my head. I saw two 
men torn frightfully to pieces several were killed & about 40 wounded in our 
Regt. We did not fire a gun as the fight with musketry lacked about 200 yards 
of extending as far up as our regt. We lay flat on the ground all day Friday & 
Saturday which chilled us through. Saturday night our company was on picket 
all night about 150 yards from the the Yankees advanced line of skirmishes & 
had to keep as still as death all night. I went round to relieve the the picket 
& saw a man as I thought asleep. I walked up to him & asked him twice if he 
was awake he made no answer. | then put my hand on him & found that he 
was dead. I believe none of your acquaintances were killed or wounded. The 
Yankees have all fallen back across the River. I don’t know what they will try us 
as next. I write in haste. my love to all the family, let me hear from you (paper 
toen) your brother 


Wm Nunnally 


Yours of the 25" is at hand. I have not heard anything from my clothes, but 
will try and find them if I can. I learn that one C more is in the 14" Ga Regt. 
but I have never seen him. He is a Captain. Is that the one you sent them by. 
Let me know as soon as possible for I fear that I will never get them now: You 
ought to sent them by some one I knew. I am well & hope to hear the same 
from you. Where is James F. I have not heard a word from him in two months. 
I failed to get my letter of as we had to go on picket. Yours in haste. 

Wm M Nunnally 
Deca Balser 


Camp Gregg Va 
May 8" 1863 
Dear Sister 
I write to inform you that I have passed through another hard fought battle 
and have escaped unhurt. Though I came very near being killed twice, a cannon 
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ball passed within 3 or 4 inches of my head and a large minnie ball passed 
through my clothes, grazed the skin on my left shoulder, but leaves no scar. 
Twenty eight of our company was killed & wounded. We only know that four 
is dead as yet. H.L.G. was struck on the leg with a shell but did not break the 
skin but bruised it so that he has not been able for duty since though he will be 
well in a few days. None other of your acquaintances was hurt. The number 
of killed & wounded in the regiment numbers 238 I was with the brigade all 
the time but the Regt missed two days skirmish by being at Gordonville at 
the beginning of the fight, but arrived in time to be in all the hard fighting. 
Well I will tell you all I can about the two days hard fighting. Saturday & 
Sunday. Saturday morning we were threatening to attack the enemy’s front. 
but we suddenly threw our army on their right flank and formed two lines of 
battle and began to advance at half after three o'clock P.M. In a few minutes we 
came to the enemys lines and the fight opened. The Yankee lines were broken 
instantly and they began to retreat and we close after them giving them pills at 
the rate of 2,-40. In a few minutes they became badly scattered and we began to 
overtake those that were slow runners. They threw away knapsacks, blankets, 
guns & finally they dropped their Havernsacks and from fatigue began to fall 
themselves. The race now came to an open field about a mile wide & one and 
half miles long. There were several dwellings in the field. The occupants had 
not left. The yanks were about four hundred yards ahead of us & their 2"¢ 
line had not been broken which had been posted at the edge of the field but 
began to retreat just before we got there. Now a running fight was kept up for 
a short distance and just as the yanks passed a house three ladies run out in 
the porch and waived their handkerchiefs at us. This was seen by our lines for 
a mile and the men gave three cheers for the ladies and followed on. Now the 
Yankee lines were broken and their motto seemed to be felt save me or IJ perish. 
The ladies from the different houses seemed wild with joy and came out amid 
a perfect storm of shot & shell and bid us to go on. I never saw such a time 
before. Some of the women cheered us until they were completely overcome 
with fatigue. We followed on until dark and formed a line of battle ready to 
advance next morning we could hear the enemy fortifying themselves all night 
and knew that the next day would give us hotter work and would be the last 
day with many of us. A little after sunrise the signal for the attack was given 
& our lines began to move. A powerful calm seemed to rush over everything 
Presently the report of a musket was heard and a second after fifty or seventy 
five thousand muskets broke the stillness of the morning for several minutes. 
The fight continued without any advantage to either side. Then the command 
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was given on our side to charge bayonet & give a cheer. The command was 
obeyed along the whole line & the work of death began in earnest. We run 
over their (paper torn) and put their whole line to flight taking thousands of 
prisoners. The fight continued several hours until they began to evacuate their 
whole position that they had not been driven from already and fell back to 
the river where we did not deem it prudent to attack them. As we knew they 
had advantage in position & numbers and our troops had already chased them 
until we were broke down. We remained in that position two or three days & 
the Yanks retreated across the river in the night & we returned to our same old 
camp. I never say such destruction among men. Thousand lay on the battle 
ground killed & wounded. Some killed with cannon balls & the fragments of 
shells and the country strewed with clothing. I got a fine blanket. Silk sash 
worth 25 dollars Testament. Pair fine blue pants taken off of a Yankee Captain 
that was killed (I have them on now) worth 25 dollars or more and several 
other things not worthy of note. I could not carry anything else. All the men 
are loaded with plunder. I got a gun and shot several times. I don’t know that 
I killed a Yankee but I was as deliberate as I ever was shooting a squirrel as I 
mounted their breast work I lifted my sword over ones head and would have 
sent him to another world, but he surrendered & begged one not to kill him. 
A Lieut in this regt. captured a Brigadier General and captain at the same time. 
Our regiment first whipped an Ohio regt & them a Kentucky regiment & the 
third I did not find out what troops they were but they run like the others. I 
felt that I was prepared to meet my God if I did fall & prayed to him before I 
went in the fight to nerve me for the conflict & save me from harm. I felt when 
I arose from my knees that my prayer would be answered and that I should be 
safe and I believe that my prayers saved me and hope that I may never forget 
to thank Him for His goodness to me and I feel now that I have so repented 
our national sins and have become so resolved with his aid never to forget my 
resolve that I believe that I will not fall a victim in my country’s cause though 
I may have to participate in many fights soon. 

Let esqr. Guerrant see this as Johnsays he has notwritten the particulars 
of the fight. May God bless & save you is my prayer & permit me to return 
& find you all in health. Give my love to All the family and inquiring friend 
for the present So lets not forget to ask God for the things we need or forget 
to repent of our sins and short comings. I hope I may never have to witness 
another fight I hope the Yankees may see their error in trying to subjugate us 
& that peace may be ours forever I shall pray to God who alone can save us to 
stop this wave of bloodshed. I don’t know the name of the battle it was fought 
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at Chanceyville (I believe is the name of the place) [Chancelorsville] I will write 
to you in a few days by our boy Bill who we will send home. I hope to hear 
from you. adieu. 

Your Brother 

W.M. Nunnally 


T.C. Harville 8& Mathew Sparks are unhurt. Sparks fought as well as an old 
soldier. 


W.M.N. 


Camp Gregg Va 
May 11" 1863 

Mrs C C Thomas 

_ Your letter came to hand some ten days since but hard marching & fighting 
has kept one from answering it until today. I tore it to pieces the day before 
I went into the fight (for fear that some Yank might get it) and I may fail to 
reply to a portion of it as I am liable to forget a part of its content. I was on 
the march when I received it & have been out exposed to all the cold rains that 
has fallen since. I hardly know how to commence my letter but as the battles 
that I have recently passed through seems to claim most of my thoughts I will 
(like the Baptist) speak of the first. I was with the brigade & witnessed all the 
cannonade & skirmishes from Fredericksburg to Chancellorsville Saturday 
morning the regiment joined the brigade & I went to my company. Our 
army was threatening to attack the enemy’s front Saturday morning but Lee & 
Jackson suddenly marched our forces to their rear, formed two lines of battle 
in the thick woods and began to advance about 4 o'clock ____ pretty soon we 
came upon their line of battle which began to retreat but kept up a running 
fight until we came to a large field. Now they broke in confusion and their 
motto seemed to be. but save me or I perish. Pretty soon we began to overtake 
those that were slow runners and knapsacks, overcoats, blankets & haversacks 
strewed our path. The ladies came our amid a storm of shot & shell and waived 
their handkerchiefs & told us to come on. This was This was seen by our lines 
for a mile & we gave three hearty cheers for the ladies that fairly made the 
earth tremble. We soon came to the house where those ladies were and they 
were wild with joy. I never saw anything to equal it we soon passed out of 
their sight & left them to enjoy themselves in the thought that we had moved 
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the Yankees from their sight and broken up the camp of their new neighbors. 
Night soon came over us and closed the terrible scene for a few hours. The 
Yankees worked hard all night building fortifications and I knew the next day 
would be the last with many of us. About daylight the sound of the axe & 
pick was hushed as much as to say Rebels advance we are ready to meet you. A 
powerful silence prevailed for a while, not a sound was to be heard. It reminds 
one of the calm that proceeds the furious thunder storm. A little after sunrise 
the signal for the attack was given and our lines were put in motion. Pretty 
soon we came to the enemy’s lines and the terrible work of death commenced. 
The report of seventy five or a hundred thousand muskets broke forth and kept 
up a continued roar for some time and the cannon added to this about two 
reports each second made it excel anything I ever heard before. We fought this 
way for several minutes without any advantage to either side. When we were 
ordered charge which we did & went over their breast works killing hundreds 
and taking several thousand prisoners. We drove them from their strong post 
and then drew off a portion of our army to attack a force that was advancing 
from Fredericksburg and before we could get ready to advance again the Yanks 
retreated across the river and we returned to our old camps. Our regiment first 
fought on this regt. then a Kentucky regt. and the third I did not find what 
troops they were but they fled like the others. The old thirteenth never fought 
better. Our General says we fought nobly he could ask nothing more of us. 
We captured a Brigadier General (easy) and his aid & several other officers & 
many privates. Other regiments fought nobly & got many prisoners but I 
have heard of no other general being captured. The papers will inform you of 
the whole numbers of prisoners captured and the particulars of the fight. The 
killed and wounded in our company numbers 28. Hugh was wounded with a 
shell Saturday night on the left. It is as blue as indigo now but he can walk on it. 
A.J.Chance Elias Lovelis Thos. Nunn & OJ Thacker are the killed R.A.Maxwell 
Gen. Windsor John C. Harville & H.J.Bray are badly wounded. The others 
are slight wounds a ball passed through my clothes & grazed my left shoulder 
but will leave no scar. I came very near being struck several times escaped 
unhurt. I gota fine silk sash worth $25 a blanket worth $10 a pair pants worth 
$40 or more and several other things not worthy of note. I don’t know that I 
killed a Yank, but I shot several times and took good aim when I mounted their 
fortifications I raised my sword over ones head but he surrendered immediately 
and I did not have a chance to show how easy I could split his head open down 
to his shoulders which I would have don’t had he not surrendered. 

A battle like this is a terrible thing and sends cries and sorrow to many a 
heart. I hope I may never have to witness another. The sight is too bad for 
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human eyes to look upon. I can only look on it with horror. While we were 
in line about 11 o'clock A.M. quietly waiting for orders my thoughts turned 
towards home. I knew that the people around Lawsonville had all gathered 
at Lickfork and services were about to commence having no knowledge of the 
danger that we were in. I could not compare the day with those I had usually 
spent at the place in years past and gone. ‘Then all was gay & mirth not all 
sadness and destruction with thousands of dead & dying around us. Then a day 
of show, now to us a day of death. The first Sunday in May will be remembered 
with us as a day of destruction. I hope I may never forget to thank God for 
saving me from death that day. It was the hardest fight our regiment ever had 
and could you see the woods where we fought you would be surprised that one 
of us escaped. All has been quiet since and we look & feel like a family that 
has just buried one of its best friends. I am surprised at Capt Bailey looking so 
cold and think you are mistaken in him. He is a warm hearted & kind man 
capable of strong & lasting attachment and when he does love it is as deep as 
his soul and as lasting as life. 1 hope some good women may soon find what | 
say to be true. Give my kind regards to Wm Lawson Henry, Jas Thomas Capt 
Bailey Mrs J W Thomas Mrs Harville Anderson & Lady Virginia Thomas & 
other that may enquire after Me. I may add a few lines this evening if I have 
time if not Let me hear from you soon. Farewell 


W.M.Nunnally 


Camp Gregg Va 
May 13"/63 
Dear Sister 
Your letter sent by Robt. Collins is to hand. He left the articles you sent, 
with Lt Anderson who is in Richmond sick. I hope | shall get them soon, 
though I have not heard from Anderson in several days. I hope however that 
he will be well soon. I have fallen off considerably since the fight. I have not 
been well since, though I hope after a few more days rest that I will be entirely 
well again. I am entirely worn out from fatigue and so is all the regiment. Our 
regt. only has about two hundred men present since the fight. I never saw such 
a gloomy looking crowd in my life. The Yankees are in their same old camps 
_across the river. They are in plain view of our camp I hope they will stay on 
that side the river the balance of the summer. 
We are all filled with sorrow on account of Gen. Jacksons death. | learn that 
he was shot through mistake by our skirmishers. I suppose you have seen the 
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particulars of his death in the papers. I expect to send Bill Edwell home in a 
few days to carry my overcoat & other things that we will not need during the 
summer. I have nothing of importance to tell you though we are expecting 
to hear of something to move us soon. Some think the Yankees will try the 
peninsula next and give up the Rappahannock rout as a hard road to travel. 
This is the healthiest route and they may not go to the peninsula on account of 
it being an unhealthy route. I once thought that we would have only one hard 
fight this summer but Hooker in his desperation may try us again. We have 
had fine weather the last few days and vegetation is putting forth at a rapid rate. 
The woods begin to show signs of life. 

I have been home sick two or three days for the first time since I left. To day 
twelve months ago I got to Richmond sick. What a change over our country 
since then Thousands of our soldiers have fallen and spread sorrow throughout 
the land. I hope we may never have another year of such bloodshed H.J.G. is 
improving slowly John Guerrant & Thos Harville is sitting by me and seem to 
be looking into futurity and discovering something horrible in their path from 
their sad appearance. How I long to be let loose in a country of peace once 
more but I am getting sad and think it best to indulge in those remarks no 
longer. I could but compare my situation the first Sunday in this month with 
those who were at Lick-fork. I thought of it while on the battlefield amid the 
roar of cannon and rattle of musketry and could but feel what a contrast there 
was of several cowardly chaps that was there that ought to be with us. Iam out 
of news and must close my uninteresting letter. I hope you will write soon and 
tell me all the news of the neighborhood etc. I suppose from what I have heard 
Hugh say that he would like to be in Rockingham while his cousin is there. He 
wrote her a long letter some time ago but she has not answered it yet. 

Give my love to all the family & accept a portion for yourself from 


your brother 


W. M. Nunnally 


Camp near Potomac 
June 25/63 
Dear Brother 
Your letter of the 17" inst is to hand also one each from Sisters Virginia & 
Sallie of the 14" inst. I will answer them all the first chance. A. P. Hill’s corps 
will cross the river to day. Ewell’s corps is already in Pennsylvania. Longstreet’s 
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corps brings up the rear I expect we will have a desperate fight soon. I am 
well. A.M. Scales returned last night he is our Brigadier General. Hugh & 
John Guerrant are both well, Our cavalry is bringing large quantities of Beef & 
horses from Penn. I write in great haste. My love to all. 


W M Nunnally 


Camp near Winchester Va 

15" July 1863 
Mrs S. S. Nunnally 

It is my painful duty to inform you that your son Lieut W. M. Nunnally was 

killed in the battle of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, on the 1* July — he was struck 
in the temple by a grapeshot, the shot went through his head, killing him 
instantly he was buried on the battlefield. I should have informed you of 
the fact earlier but we had no means of sending the mail until we crossed the 
Potomac, which was yesterday 

Yours most respectfully 

H. L. Guerrant 

Wap @alka133 N Gal. 
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The Journal of Rockingham County 


History and Genealogy 


1976 — 2010 
by 
Lindley S. Butler 


The Journal of Rockingham County History and Genealogy originated as a 
result of the dozen local history and genealogy courses taught by the author at 
Rockingham Community College beginning in the early 1970s. A requirement 
for these courses was a project that might include a local or family history, edited 
documents, an oral history interview, a photography project, or a cemetery 
survey. [he projects were deposited in the college’s historical collection. Within 
a few years it was evident that enough material had accumulated, and enough 
interested researchers had been identified, to sustain a publication. 

The idea of a journal was proposed to the Rockingham County Historical 
Society, which appointed a publication committee chaired by Charles 

Rodenbough, with editor Lindley Butler and members George Atkins, Camille 
Perkins, Marjorie Walker, and Cora Turner. The original committee was soon 
joined by Bob Carter and college librarian Charlotte Cate. The journal was to 
be published semiannually in April and October and was to encompass local 
history articles, edited documents, out-of-print county histories, old maps, and 
genealogical sources such as Bible records, public records, church records, and 
cemetery surveys. 

The first issue in April 1976 set a high standard for variety and quality 
that would continue over the next thirty-four years. ‘The first year’s issues had 
articles on Jackson Town and Willow Oaks Plantation and an oral history 
interview describing old photographs of Reidsville. A sketch of the Sandy 
Cross community was the first publication of Bob Carter, who years later 
was appointed the Rockingham County Historian. The genealogical sources 
included marriage, funeral, and cemetery records of the Church of the Epiphany 
in Leaksville, family and church cemetery surveys of Madison Township, and 
a cemetery survey of the African-American Jones Chapel Baptist Church near 
Wentworth. 

Over the span of thirty-five volumes and several thousand pages, the journal 
became a rich trove of historical information on every conceivable subject. 
Both public and private significant genealogical sources, many hitherto 
unknown, were now accessible. Many pictures from private collections were 
published for the first time. For several years the cover illustrations were county 


he 


maps from the eighteenth to the early twentieth centuries, interspersed with 
portraits of individuals and historic events and buildings. By 1984 Bob Carter 
had published so extensively on the county that he became the second editor, 
continuing until 2010. Across the state the journal was considered the best 
local publication of its kind. 

Although the college’s local history courses were popular for many years, 
declining interest and enrollment caused them to be discontinued in the early 
1990s. Consequently, there were fewer writers and researchers to sustain the 
journal. Beginning in 2006 the last five years of the journal had only one 
issue. The final volume in 2010, the Civil War letters of Lieutenant William 
Nunnally, coincided with the historical society's merger with the new museum 
organization that created the Museum & Archives of Rockingham County 
(MARC). While the journal had been an important component of membership 
in the historical society, the resources and leadership of MARC were focused 
on creating a museum in the old courthouse, the old jail, and Wright Tavern. 

The commitment to publication has not been forgotten. MARC'’s 
publications committee produced a reprint of the long out-of-print pamphlet 
on Wright Tavern in 2012 and plans to continue occasional publication of 
books and pamphlets. The committee also began to redesign the journal as 
a popular history magazine featuring museum exhibits. Meanwhile, in 2013 
additional Nunnally letters surfaced, and the Civil War Sesquicentennial was 
underway. The result was the MARC’s decision to publish a supplement to the 
Nunnally letters as soon as funds became available. The Journal of Rockingham 
County History and Genealogy is finally complete with this supplement. 

The new MARC history magazine, an annual publication, will begin with 
a 2016 issue, appropriately devoted to Rockingham County in the Civil War 
and coinciding with the MARC’s new Civil War exhibit. 


wD 


Nee 


Rockingham County Historical Society Museum & Archives 
PO Box 84 
Wentworth, NC 27375 


RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 


Presorted 
Standard 
US POSTAGE 


PAID 
Wentworth, NC 
Permit No. 2 


